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This is Bob Carlson. The following is an interview T recorded with Mrs, Winifred

Srdmann at her home in Minot, North Dakota, on May 30, 1975, beginning at 9330 a.me

The majority of the recollections that lMrs. Erdmann had pertain -

covnties - ) ) . A
IlcHenry and Williams-gguntyr however, since she i a resident of

e, ) ) J/
has a greatqggé;hfriends in the area I kept her in the file {g»

this tape will be crosstmdexed for McHenry and Williams g

with Mrs. Erdmann @eeagye-eoccuples this side of thlsl/JSsette and both sides of

i {20 m inw “'-& . . .
ﬁhe succeeding ene—hundres—trrt—tHersy—Riate cassetg . Onthe flip side of thés

COS SO Te T e OISR S —G eSS cassefte is the completion of the

L

t
interview with Mrs. CA\O. Carlson of Smlinot,/ orth Dakota. e interview is

held May 29, 1975, and i% in the evening.

began about sev?ﬁ

Bob: What year did you co Erdmann?

¢ here, lirs,,

Jinifred: It was the last of\Marchgfo0O,. Just after a big snowstorm here. You

Bob: Where did you comel;ﬁ

Winifred: I grew up . a farm near Delphi, Indiana. It's on the Wabash

River.

Sob: What was youf maiden name?
Uinifred: Guthyfie.
Bob: Is that*EnglisH?ee::ra

by

it

Winifred: &cottish,‘Jery much so. aeets=CTr 010 cast+
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Bob:  HNord—hiaiitmicbeo =t TOWT DT TIEC ' S 1 111C T CFebimaiil fn%ééag—me~t'What prompted
Ji f

vou to leave Indiana and come up to this wild country?

W
Winifred: iieyp® Hc%il it was 8&he adventure urgqgﬁl suppose partly. -AxcEEEem—

@ne of my friends at where I was going to high school had come*here. Ly
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. She had come up to
Towner and @, she gave such wonderful stories about everything. We just thought
we would come up, my sister and I. So we studied. We sent to seven different
counties, though. Letters to the County Superintendent of Schools and sending in
our credentials and all,.srewTtemasy t0 see whether we could get schools. We were
accepted by every one of them,ggg'we finally decided on Towner becau’Mr., Fred
fullno was County Superintendant then and he wrote such a nice letter, Said he

PO

could use more than two of ugé,you know., TTWO Otirer—adels that wonbed
o - N . / : -
te—ecmqigkeaca Frey+i~teen.going to schaol One of Sl had boon—im MY CLaooes .
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turned down, But the ather gird camefwd—thet—sirl-had neverevws—n-—eembed—eryL/?
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finally got to Mr, MulL&o's office, Well,

ml’\n-{m Sho yrac —aacd loo
o > >,
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.Pﬁrqp. one thing-ard—ahetlete., B

we came up toward the latter part of March. There had been a terrific snow-

storm and before we got to Towner we saw all that snow and we hadn't broughfbver—

shoes. mm R AT W —TrsTd—throse—re ;x?uuw, T T T re Tt
rained-—He—erebact. QuB—h urahd~sue-ﬁmhm§4ﬁﬁL4HuNQ;;:ﬁ?Anyway, we got off at

Rendern endvoey
Towner and we went down to the Wemswe)Hotel, the three of us.,
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Ehsg morning we started out to the courthouse and thergpwas a woodan

walk down to the courthouse. It seemed to be quite a ways because the snow was
Stepped

built way up on that wooden walk. But if you accidentally‘s%égged off of it you

went downgas deep as the snow was and sometimesg At was more than knee=deep

anyway. I won't say how deep it was. It wasn't the same depth in all places

L) I | : - | Wl 1 ]
S GSREe—Tr eI TV IS SIgeUup o a—StRoo~ shd

because it drifted in.

e

ke—toased her g 1itilc

She—bessp—to—eryr—she—gobhomesick right away, And-he

her a school J German settlement. south of —Hewe

:gpwe girls, my sister and %'were sent to Deep River, =#lle

(X 24

didn't like to be separatdd; ; S e L iRl et = O
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herg—g—areareo—oi—runep He was Jjust enjoving her hD;ZLéekness7*%ﬁa?ﬂMﬁ?ﬁﬂEﬂF%§—w&s
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out—where—RUsSEIl 15 now, out in their someplace.dq er—ts—thdr—e—fuessedrom? T
Sl RO ,

RBobimmmie =Pt TE™TICOT 0 CIIE NaTiC e L GQONTT RIOW oL e ety et @uinigmsoa ey
Winifred: #erty—beep IVer—wes—eboutsr WE had to go down to Granville
and then take the stage. And so we went #®on the train to franville and they
ede
didn't have much there in the way of accoﬁ%@gations. How—se—Perrtor—Hotetwes
FT DIT DIaCE  potriemovy. 1N Femmer I OWIIeTr——Srrfrarr—theoro oo ——beldieve Lhe
] thet
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OIS TILIHE 2Nd GNOCHErS Jbriele—som e O RS +h4flvur erd—some—Iotbeds .
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Anyway, then we took the stage out to Deep River. And I don't know what time we

gstage
starte%}but thre—st=gezrwe had never ween anything like thatVbefore., It was one of
those homemade sleds on runners and canvass around it and over the topg, And he tocl
the Mﬁymaib the driver did, and we had to get in & first before the driver

because there was just the one door on this Sidg;JﬂHﬁ%%Hﬁﬂ%ﬁhﬂaé Aere—grtitere

Was.tho-deoome (And we got in and we took this back seat. It was a board and and

we sat on that. Then he got in and the mail bag was beside him and that's all the

room there was there. We sat right close up behind the driver. Well, “Yonumiewdii..
€

the snow was drifted in waves and we got very seasick. T had -a## attack first.

fhe driver had to be so -s¥careful where he would stop because he couldn't

let the horses get off tthroad, S i Iy ez, But 1f they gof‘

off of itg they gf%ﬁ: get up to their ears in snow. As late in the season as #e

it was, it was

thawing already right next to the ground a little. That's
at & 22
what made it hard, you know. So, anyway, we started out and we stopped

wigmr house where we stopped for dinner.

I can't remember the name of that place. And when we stopped there
jnto -
you couln't see anything because it was tunneled sspmsismse the dOOT. It was Just a

Y
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low shackelike affair and that was the,Hﬁifway,?iéce. And what we had to eat,
which we hai almost every place, wasa s that had been boiled. And to get a
quick mealu%hey put them in a~ak&}}et and they took a semstin CaoNgjiodimditie

and went like this over the skillet with those potatoes in it. That kinda chopped
tﬁém Up @By ond they had a little bacon grease in,ggécon was the meat and
they had black coffee., Neither of us drank coffee., In fact, we never had. And
the water was not very good any place where we stopped. It tasted like epsom
salts and some of it was Jjust like epsom salbs. Anyway, we stopped there and he
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naadsawaﬁéjrukﬂl. we finally got out to Deep River, It must have been aboul 9
oo . 1200 P
: at night or &wedwe maybe. And Deep River had an old stor 4%t that
time and all the people were waiting there for their mail;whiah-wes mostly men,
bacﬁt@rs on their homesteads, vyou know, I don't remember if therec smwe were
any women in the store or not but it seemed to me I had never seen so many men

together before. TANN Lhesi oot orit e b o it i e .08 Thoy &
waited theme until the mail was distributed and we had to sit skewedthere and

walt until they got all <smewthrough with the mail., And then they took us over

iy T Laf
to the house. NUW‘GT?ﬂﬁﬂiﬂm%?*—ﬁam&&yr his store was on biwe#T" homestead and
they had a tw%fga

tory house there. Now that was the only twoestory house we saw

after we left Towner.  Nedt=T=TUTT*t rvﬁemhea—ebeue—ﬁreﬁﬂéQQQ%;E££;“%LuJ trer—tirere

B I N S A AN Vi oy g o A SXC e dvati S T vrﬁﬁ-%ég—géaé;:-giit'they took

us over to the house and they had a room upstairs they had prepared for the

teachers. They knew the teachers were coming from somé:blace back Bést. So my

sister and 1 esaabestayed there that night Pttt St Sl DS SR AP =TT i

DS -l Sl TS S CHOO 18, 111 L ana and come uUp.s We only naa & six

anLbSmin$e¥—tv¢m T tana and sometime nry e O S i B Rl 1L .2 O
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my sister and took her out to her schoofl. She stayed at McGilvers. I don't know
where they are nowy but they had one boy in school and he was deafgalmost. 1 don't

at all.eﬁ—ﬁe%é~%§-subv

Finally, she just taught the boy. She|bosredpbesredboarded at McGilvers and

know if she had any other pupils

1 1

roomed ther$%

[} []
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She had him at home; ghe ftaught him at McGilvégg. She used to
get a chance to ride over and stay with me weekends in Deep River. Deep River
was considered a little town. They hpd a post office and a store. They #@gbuilt
the new store thew that summer., They] started on it right away. They built a
good~sized store, It was a two story wémestore and the SwehheotsBumciToEme—

Buchholz's son, who came from Devils|lake, and wife came down and they % had

living quarters upstairs in that StO??:—;jﬂ

wfsrifreds Julius Buchholz, he was [the manager of the store and his sister, Emma,

she was Emma, Olson afterwards, she garried Christ Olson. Emma, anyway, was the

post_mistress and also the secretafy of the school board. Mr. Buchholz, himself,
who owned everything around there the store, the post office building, the
building where people stayed, and fhey had one building where the men stayed &.

The few women that went through st#yed in the BUChho%f_Eiff;";y

Babe Oh 1 SEe,

7

Hratfred: Buﬁ they had one long Jouilding ther where the men stayed and in that
was a blacksmith and land agent. |The blacksmith was Carl Anderson and the land
agent's mame was Bgbcock and he had ponies and a buggy. And he was afleast
middismomedniddle agedg- maybe pas. The Buchholz family had gone out there and
filed on quarters wisbb—awemnd t¥Lethey yvou know. One of them for some reason
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Shwrt—lareisc iy

e eI L e, 1 belleve, OU St eSOl L Koowetretr

er only

AR e lre=SOME0NE 6158 1100 1 11e0 or—tire—etherg—t—dorr*T remember.

%gigy‘anyw&g, Monday morning school started. And so they came with a bobsled.

%gzﬁg/of a sled up in #eew front of the door and I got in and they took me and thred

of the Buchhol%%'went to schoolfgde—te—te—++ee Clara and Emma, Ella, and Elsie,

WonteeThere may have been four, yes. They took me down to the schodlhouses =t

It looked so small, It didn't look much bigger than a chalkbox when I first
especially when the childven came .

looked at it, V¥ And then Bert Corey, they called him 1augﬁiﬁng sSewmbgewBcrt Corey,

he had a who%ﬁﬁ%a—ebunch of hounds and went all over the country with an open
buggy and those hounds following him, Hungry—looking things. They did pick up

something to eaty 1 guessaathe hounds. And he had four chilkdren in school and

‘
every single one of #Hem was left-handed and cross—eyed. It was the oddest thing

Uaughs)
I have ever heard of.v He was a widower at that time., He buried two wives, I

believe, right near his claim shack shkewe someplace., He was looking for a third

0] &
. e was very nice. I had never built a coal fire but we had to have fires

in the schoolhouse, Well, the schoolhouse was almost cpvered over with snow. The

#
e

snow just all over it, «HetEaew—gpmriitttte—tritttirrEistirere—rrs ottt g e —Gm—

frack-the.sncuws Any little building
M& \l-\. .:.ft [enn \]_Dillkjl. ‘..;_Ju, 11().}.1{.\

Wiaifred: S, got a whol@ drift of snow over it., TeetWell, he built the fire

for me and showed me how to do it., It was a boxAMm stove and you hadﬁ{?o dig

the ashed out from underneath with a shovel and start your fire, Wellnll watched
hetd
him do that and I learned. I think he came down for about a week.,and started

o~
. . . mavm-
those fires. He was very much interested in the new school s, [//There were two

toilet& out back of the schoolhouse and they never shovef\ed those out at all,
ni¥
So%ﬁ%the children, you know,._.. )ﬁ was rather inconvenient and long about the
a3
middle of afternoon we started out to walk back to Deep River, It was emeshalf

a
mile, The schoolhouse was e@e=half mile from Deep River itself, you know, over

4 ed

where 1 board®and roome¢ Mrs. Buchholz saw us coming and she knew right away

what was the matter and she just went out and told those men off in German. And
\

then when I came in, she said:I knew that those ,men wouldn't know enough to shovel

. &
s everything out .Y So, they went down and shoveled everything out both thoseCDk]
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outdoor buildings. And the coal veSr—Si-eemaes wos in the front of the building
where—motr-mo-—inmy 11 the entrance. There mem was Sﬁgg,there for coal and there
must have been some kindling there. So then school gtarted. And it was dances.

That's all they .eeedecould have. People were building barns way off some place

0 20
%éﬁlgg4p+ﬂaﬂ swemse niles. And when they get the barn built, then they'd have a

7

dance in it., And they had two ladders side by side to go outside and go in the
door where they put the hay in. That's the way we went to the dancehall. There

were no older vpeople, Mr, and Mrs., Buchholz, well they had a little girl,
Children
started to school, her first., Then they had somevmarried,
Chplren
Bob: Did people bring their «ekes glong to «wieeseé those dances, 1007 Jemmermioe

. 1 - ey 1 " . P N
t.h u T,__-mr\}\q ﬁ-‘l':] A.ldy TIUTy carenoe 4‘1"“.; ﬂqd—wuxuuullc vumotay WAL LIl CITCINe

Winifred: Vg ﬂﬁu Q:Qdidn't have babysitters. Those that lived on claims,
some of them did and they left omms fem oi—mweon SRe—sbasmin the claim shack on
the bed, the little ones, and the others kinda played around #'til time of bed.
But we stayed all night at the dance% you knowﬁ. Sometimesg we didn't get there
until midnight or after because we drove so far. Then when that snow melte@;there

was water everyplaee. Why, talk about floods; every low place =wemmevwas a lake

all over, <Hotdp—SisEmpaarm—tpeamepeieeir e Tt T TS Tirooty
Bob: Do you remember what your salary was when you started teaching?

Waroewry/inifreds 1 remember it very well, because I have had teachers stay

2 &|oo0o P r— ;
here who got about eme—teusemwimdeltesss o month, These-our—%he—efégéaalx*_ihé____

iestde—snd-the cubside—ottHET UTED R VoI —SThoety—aid—t—bhod—afhsone—eonies—maies

NGWGNOW ToTSee Jonter e Shda e hore Jisre and ‘f-hpy werentt o1l

boys—thet~werer-t—tireres yaw Edgﬁ&W&HTanO.

L
N
Lheres #INere were—sirees e
- rg 4 o2 e W 4 o g

o | 3 3 N : 2 ) b
[oJ]csmmencions SR Pl =TI-L Y2 1 M-S T - 1 sre—otrer—oTelyT—

3 -~ = 3 o S O k] 1ol i 4
Berrard; CLE UNIee ~LCZmMmarIT DOV oo Bot—ror—giort—trose—ehttdrer—took—ritotioms —

Lomes—T T80 Tt oot ym—

e Yo, thattlo.s wexryu.goad picture
L)

Winifred: -And-—arenlit-thow—seod? £ The man carl_e along on a bicycle about the

time school closed and wanted to know if he could take a picture. And T was s0

happy to get pictures to send back to my folks in Indiandag you know. He took the
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Hemycame always neat, shoes and stockings, they weren't barefooted or anythinge
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Schuwartzs,  that—west—darr—boy—trere? S—-Sehe e b e—aidLonetphils, This
ene douwn the froni—ig.o o R L N s WEXEYE R YA There was one of them
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Fhe €=
%za/%iat was a litile building for all ireosewmbseee-children., I think there
must have been over 30, They all came Monday mornings,but during the summer these

children had to work. Yeu—see—tlee—gre—ro—treesi—thers is-neothimes—tirere, Some
2 E [

of these desks were single and some of these desks were doubleyas—F—seids The
double desks I had to put three odmgpisens in and the single desks had one. And
maybe somebody would be absent; but you see we had a chart and a globe. First
thing on the chart was a %%%1 And we had two flags. One real nice flag that
%;—put up inside and the other one that hung outside. You see, there was nothing
to prevent the wind from keeping thiggs moving all the time. It was hard on the
flag. Ba%—yeu-seﬁfﬁi-tviﬁ—them—%het I~ﬁg:g a song otn the blackboard and the black-

board was black oilcloth on boards. And the boards were those ceiling boards,

<=k ind of narrow, and we could use fhat for a line to write on,’yea—ssq, because

you could see where the boards were. }@
X
~ - {I ettt i hopmion
Belrr— o Tortéditens—eiat—frrro—those—Hittte 5rvvees—vheﬁeueaé—make—a'"’

e =TT
Slpateede—Yes{But it\wasn't sealed overhead and we taught as long as we could
voom N

keep the schoolearm§in the fall, Started the first of BRpril and taught almost up
I p

i i 1 any longer ané
to Thanksgiving,and then they decided it was too cold to keep schoo vy g
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4 sdectron:
they closed the school, ([Mey—and lrs, Buchholz and Elsie and Ella, the two
yvounger girls, were going to California. They had some literature from Lodi and
another place in California so they wanted to go#®# out there and look at that
land, And we f§went in a big grain tank with something to warm our feet in there,
What did we have? Stones, heated stones or something, I don't remember now to
keep our feet warm. And we rode in one of those big grain tanks, you know, they
“went up Mlike this and then they flared. You've seen those.

Bob: You mean a wagbn box? A grain wagon box.

Winifreds égesg a box., I don't know how many bushels they held but they used

for horses on*%gem as a rule. And that's what we rode to Granville in and then
they-wentwe went to California.

Bob: Oh, you went along with them!

Winifred: And they had already written there was no land% for us to Eﬂéke claims
at Deep River anymore. That was wonderful soil in there! @ lMaybe you know how
it is around there, s@#good, rich, black)soil. So we had written to &eOregon now,

to different superintendants and we got schools emat @M@k Grants PBass, Oregon.

O
That wemeename sortd sounded historé&cal or something, N

— -
TOU U e L LD aéeu yUlUe

Frhrfreds \YANnd we wMewere curious to know why it was called Grants Pass. So we
signed up for schools there, I was to teach second grade in ah....j&u first we
were to teach out in the mountainsﬂ I tgught out an Williams Creek, Oregon.

Post office says Williamsons Creek@%here. It was way out in the quntains. We
had to gewgo out on a real stage there. I fmgforgot to tell you%ﬁzﬁiwhen we

got seasick on that stage. Well, you know, he had to stop and letrmaékut. And
after the second time why um... y?bu see, it wasn't so cold at that time, He had
to cut a slit in the canvass because he couldn't always stop at some places and I
was in terrible misery so he cut a hole there. And I'd stick my head out. We
couldn't see anything in th&Sback seat because it was all covered@%?;h canvass and

my sister was alright yet and she'd keep sayinq to me, what does it lodk like out

there, what do va' se? And I said, snow and sky amé that's all. And that's all

) N%ﬂ@ﬁg‘ - 1
there was to see not a tre%z/not a building not a claimshack : And T don 7t |
| emi 1 ’ |
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know if we met anybody as we went out. I wdpm#don't believe we did. They didn't

travel much. A

-0
Bob: Well what did you think of North Dakota when yodféaw ite It must have been
ou .
guite a change for azﬂqgtf
. . . wut .
Winifredsg Oh, I was just thrilled gﬁe&t the letters I was gonna write back homeg
yvou know, I liked to write letters in those days, you knowe I got some of the
0ld letters around here someplace., And then finally my sister got seasick, too,
so he had to cut a hole on her side for her o stick her head out. So he didn't
have ta StOp aANYMOIre ik limiii o i orSm et aerirtmrir i eSO asa i a—aim De CaUSE 1T

was delaying him;\you know, that's why we got out there so late, Everytime he

stopped, you knovg wegl it took wemedbsdsa little time to stop Fewbaewand ah...
There would be gmgplaces sometimes Wass~agagwhere other vehicles had gone off and
made a place that you could see., They had gone off of that road, you know, and
it was a little bit firm there and he could let us out thereg don't you see. But
we couldn't get méwbeswdsh-ewright out of that sled ean the &esseloose snow, don't
you see, Well, it wasn't so +eemeeloose but we'd sink in it.

Bob: How far was this Deep River settlement &sesmnow from Granville dér from Upham
or from someplace else that I would know about.

Winifred: Well, now I dépa don't know where they put Uphams When I get out there
the directions all seem wrong to me some way or other.

Bob: WelléjDeep River would be north of <eexGranville,

Winifred: It was north?

Bob: Ya. Well, I can find that, too, #=wl'm sure ewasssjust by looking on the
map bute.s

Winifred: Well, I do have old maps around maybe but... Heedgell, anyway, we went
to California., We went all the way to California. We four} that... é/ou. see, that
next spring was to be 1905 and the Lewils and Clark Expedition was to be at Portla?%

a
&nd that's one reason that we decided to go to Oregon and we thought maybe we'd

\

- s [+
rather homestead in Oregorﬁk WeQ%c’homestead out there,too, you know, but we just

thought we'd go out there and look it over as long as we couldn't get home-

steads there ewsmawat Deep River anyway. And we knew what North Dakota was likeg
0‘,91(\

AR '+ 11 coe. A we elaar +a T.oe Ancelece. (Calsfarnsia. with the Buchholz%:
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Bob: Oh, with the Buchholzs.
Winifred: All of wus. W{ got rich you know. It cost us #ewmssesno m_dre 10 sems
OEfept—lttcbiaahaaowen o0 Clear to Los ﬁ£é§g§2 than to stop off at Grants Pass,
Oregon, and our schools didn't start for about a month QZ} so in Oregon. You see,
we taught the yeaqﬂ around, Teachers were scarce'and we had experience and coliegg;
both us us. They didn't all have that. Some had college and SRSt 10
experience and some didn'ﬁ have either. They just went #ffrom the eighth grade
and took examinations. We had to take a examination here in North Dakota anyway.
We went down to Towner and took an examination here and we both passed. I've got
my old copy of my grades here{ Sorerseommo-mnamaCO0rabelle Brown sent me a copy of

<
in Los “ﬂﬁngeles I got a jobSclerking®in a te%: coffee, and chinawape store just

o . <oy -
before €hristmas and we were to go in January to Grants Pass, Oregon. We had our

[
Hmem at Towner. It took us two days 3? Towner for the examination. Ari_Jd then

contracts for schoods there., That County Superintééihdent was Mr. Lincoln Savage.
Bob: That's quite a name, T *h%iffs.z

Yo 1
Winifred: I suppose that name fégégiﬁgﬁiz'too. Everything made us curious; we
had to just find out. So I taught out on Williams S8treet untiil the last off
August and my school was to start the last week in August in Grants Pasggbut I
taught out l%*the mountains until that time, And I got through #just %gé week
before and we took that week and went up to Portland to the fair. And it was at
the fairgz when we looked things overe that we @Z}cided to go back to Norkh
Dakota because they had a North Dakota exhibit. They had taken Teddy Roosevelﬁé&\
cabin out there, T don't know if they took it apart andeut it back together or
how they had done it. But they took Teddy Rooseveltf's cabin out and they had the
most wonderful vegetables and grains in their exhibit. Nﬁi@w they mZiﬁst have
been from the Red River Valley; I would think they were. Then up above the
Roggésevelt Cabin was like an arch and it said on there "North Dakota, the Only
State in the Union with no Millionaires and No Paupers\ And we had been quite
interested. In the még;%fﬁigé? you know, we'd both been teaching a little while
in Oregon before we went to this fair. And the people were very slow compared

to the way they were in North Dakota. The people just went briskly around, you

knows as if in their shirt sleeves when it was below zero. The aird was dmy, vou
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know, everybody seemed to have something to do and knew where they were going and
what they were going to do and when and where and all sorts of things. Out there
the older men with theilr long beardéjmee—emost of them had come from Missouri &
there., I'm not saying anything against Llssouri,out they had driven overland in
éﬁcovered wagons@A.And that's the way I had to go to school &keseout in the
mountains there was in one of those covered wagons that picked us up because of
those creeks you know, the mountain streams., They would come down. There was
sometimes of the year that it rained; they had their rainy season and their dry
season. But we rode in those.

Bob: Now, you and your sister had gone out to Oregon? Is that right?
Winifred: Yes, and we both taught in the mountains.

Bob: Ya, now the Buchholzes$went to California and then caﬂié back.
Winifred: Well, we all went to Californial and then we took a boat up from
lbalifornia. We had some cousins there, my mother's cou81ﬁ;% they werg,and then

[ N a 7/e
some other cousins. And so, we klnqz’stayedQW1th them alittle off and on. And

Buchholz§® stayed there “heugh ot the fime 'til spring and then they went ;W

Deep River, Mr, Buachholz did get some land out there and later they wen
and
lived dheonowmtmihoumtaesond Phey died &here—zmd—ties were buried there. Butghe
/{\/ D@e’r% < ,/
made alot of money thereévappa ntly. He was a big man there. He was on the
school board and everything,

Bob: Now our sister's name was Marv?
s ¥ y

Winifred: Well, there was four ,of us came up.fiﬂ;ffz:;z

B>k,
Bldnkcn S‘H?\—-\
Udadfadds Nof, that was Louise. She was Louise Biekesshififn. She stayed down

at Williston. Youf see, we went down there and got homesteads.

Rl K . Ko
inivnvn- ﬁh ,J"".c-i_ S—HITTIOLE thougn. T e et OUT Ner e WitT NATAT I e

orTcee

Win*P”"”'4—?nat WaS Lourses

é,g‘w"‘ hagpened v he afﬁerﬂul that +ousht in the German sevlement?

Sse-that—oxer.hapneded to this other girl that weni deowee—the
of @
‘G%r.uxa.l.; UU’\)L:‘LCMJ.CJ..LJU‘? E’iﬂqq—,‘ hp(‘am@ Of her‘? Ev.e -]Q-F-,- %n:n il’l kin%é_bqrq Q‘i"qtp th@'l"@'

Hayha, . “
) JWT /[ Ke
Winifred: ' I donf't ike—3jwst—+t0 say. She was a remarkable te*acher. Oh, did she

5
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ever hézye the personality and the vo ce/ She taug back home finally in

&Y
Lundsford, Indiadﬁ}kh And at Easter time she hag/the chorus get up on the hill,

up on the bluff, and sing. And they culd hear Lhat over the city. It was just

beautiful; she could do such wonderful {things./ She didn't take any homestead but

the other girl, EJ&g&@ Carygx, did. Sh out to mMontQZﬁa to teach and she
married a fellow named Lemke, They findlly went to California and she died in

California and so did Marysf¥y But Louisepfnd I stuck it out in North Dakota. We

homesteaded and lived on our homesteads.|] 1 bo@Zént a relinguishment. That was agq
 down to W /listen

experience I had too. I went out in ganuaryg vou know, to file on that and when

I went in the office there and when I began to fill out the forms\y ‘é%e question

was, "Have you seen this land’&j hnd T Juot s@t back and I said g eecemsmad '

. yen

right there, I can't sign thab@’ I %Q%e-ﬁe% see wmesit,"” Tt's a rellngghlshment
o

and the man was farmen" had filed on it } saild I can't sign that because

I haven't seen iﬁ“ﬁ&bq I wanted to go up there and look at it. And they told me
there was so much snow and no road and I could never gﬁ% %p there in the winter
time., Because nobody would take me up there, gggéé¥i:;ﬁid risk their lives to go
up there, you know, and no roads. Well, I sai@;ﬁl can't sign that because I
B#fhaven't seen it ! And the n@n thought that was the biggest joke. They said
nobody cares™ aéyiou 've seen it or not, And they said another t 1ng?fwhat did you§
see when you came down on the train to Williston from Minot; wZEéll, il saigg/l

,/

saw snow; that's all I saw was snow. vwell,/they saidﬁfthat's all you'd see up
there. That's all you'd see would be snow and sky because there were no buildings
or anythingf’?inally, they persuaded me that it was fair to sign that. That was

the thing people wiére doing were signing up and they hadn't seen it at all. Well);

so when I did go out ¥ PII¥there d our—i—irotmmitter——oui——Thio—roe—rentiy-
P + ﬂﬁis man that I had bought the relinguishment of had

told me about a man that fAewehad a homestead right next to mine ,a baéﬁ%ﬁr, they

(D .
wzgre all baghfors. I wanted a gargen in. He'd put in a garden for me and he'd

put in some crop for me., Well, the crop hadtjo be oats or flagg;you know. So he
’7/1
gave me his name and I wrote aut to him and askied him if he would put in a garden

T\ o E 17 = Traﬁ—}_—dr—.‘:\q-(ra Lo 1’\1"0‘31’. A.nd he was
4 o

Tdedanira ool “1:‘;,

for me, Heo—rrorvre—is:
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to break so many acres and put in a garden and then some flax. /I believe there waS

some oats to go in\too. I was teaching and staying over atﬁyCroups. I was
teaching in North Dakota agai:h. We came back to MNorth Dakota and decided we
would get homesteads here in North Dakotag no matter what.

Bob: This sse&would have been about 1906 that y%g came backg I suppose?hihf
Winifred: Yes, cgflame back. And then I taughﬁgbetween Drake and Balfour. I
stayed at McCarﬁZéys there, Dale McCartey lives there and it was his father and
mother thet were homesteading. They lived in a claimshack and they had a young
baby less than a year old. They just had the one-roomed claimshack and then a
little leadto, where she cooked, for the kitchen., They had their bed in -swother
room and that took upf about fall the room theref and a stove. Peojﬁle burned
flaxstraw, you know, quite alittle.

Bob: Oh,.

Wan@dlWinifred: Oh, yes. Firstge I had to go to Haux. Before lMcCartey's were
going to board the teacher they had always agreecdg-yommimeng on where she was to

stay and how much she was to pay. How much boardff and what she was to get dnd

-0

all that. They meﬁgéhere. et ol biadeof T had been down to Indian&@
and come up here just on a short visit’ and then bought my tickfet to Drake. Now,
they didn't know any better in Chicago than to sell me qﬂé ticket to Drake,
North Dakot%,which they shouldn't have doné. And the train stopped at Orake at

about midnight and let me off, No lights in the depot, ﬂk lights anyplace, yﬁu

couldn't see anything. But Se—wes-—s@wert=mOriine it was after midnight sometime

and T got off their with my suitcase. I think they took my trunk an to m#liinot;

I don't know what they did with that. We all had trunks then; we usually had two
trunks with our clothes and books and things. So I looked arounde. They just

stopped and let me off’/woaykz@n, and that was against the rules. They were not
d
supposed to stop there’ but I had a ticket to Drakierso they stopped. And all

those piles of lumber! That's why I couldn't even see the town. Piles of lumber
all around ske—dewesthat dittle depot where I got off., I wasn't afraid of any-
Py

Q!bing in those days; I had a pretty good muscle., And I edmemefkindof looked

around and T walked up a little waps where I could see around the lumber and I
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decidedl Wiﬁere the town was. I took my suitcase and I walked up there. A&nd,

N\
yvou know, there g—-Was nothingf no lightéﬁanyp%Zéc?;but I could see

buildings so -4l walked up and down the street in front }hose buildings. Now,
Nhese (iles 0% Jumbe
there had been a murder committed there- Just the week before. Course, I didn't
know it.
Bob: Goodness! J
Winifred: But it wasn;t 2§§body that got off the trainjgaw“ That was the first
time that the train had stopped and nobody was prepared for it or anything you
know. Finally,it began to get a little light enougﬁ‘whe@e I could read where it
said, Benjamin BennetXgsMemiésig in Drake had a store and post office and banéé%ll
in one building. Different little windows to go to%not exactly windows but
counters. So as soon as it was light enough, I bééan to pound on(gggrs and I
finally got into that building. Then there was what they called a hotel., It had
an upstairs to 1it. Som&!ﬁbody lived downstairs and the upstairs was-aﬁibtel i
forget who had that hotel., ob~doesnié~mabien, And the next morning I inguired
about how to get out to the school. I already knew where I was to teach and go.
I had my contract. My sister and I were careful about that. And so, right away
everybody wanted to take me out!
Bob: New schooltegchers must have been quite popiﬁlar with all those baéﬁ%or
homesteaders,tﬁ43§;bbese men around the country.

Winifred: Yes, they didn't wait to propose marriage any longer than they could

help. They didn't get any encouragement out of me though. SRweFr—Semchotv—see—
ey A 1YWY , somebéﬁ& took me out. Mr. Strege, it was Strege Township., Drake we
was where I was to teacm‘gy ;%nd #someone took me out. It wasn't any more than
seven or eight miles because I used to walk into Drake for my nlie sometimes,

They took me t0 Houxflemmlhor—toolmnemiinao-of 0 McCartneys; they were to board

yibn'k have
and room the teacher, They just hewesds o bed yet extra; they just had the one

bedﬁ#énd there vwvelswosn't room in that claimshack for another bed.-eeswss And if

they had they just hangs up a blanket or something and that's the way we would

get alongy wew-iewew 1 stayed there, Oh, no, they took me to Haux! I stayed with
Mrs. Haux and the girl, the three of us,on 4 bed. One of those beds, you know,
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that you let down from the wall., It's just a pair of springs on hingesiup on the

wall;and they had a curtain over it. Well, they let that down and that's what
o
Mrs, Haux and I slept on., What Mr. Ha ux and Willy slept on in the next room,ﬂ

have no idea. . i
> But, I knowg I had never had any experience with bed-

oM 1 OUS gttt i1 i ./é-L-Y-é—beea-eaitn*‘“s et
bugs My gracious the insects llké’me Sl o

S i

ol fa ¥} 1 REg) T 8 b T 3 e o N > N .
beerrit—ofter—br—those—tnaarp—tim g p—me—pe, = And they

were on Hw'¢W%rms and all over and I couldn't kill them fast enough to get a
chance to go to sleep. Se}theny,l went up to Mcéarteygi,where I was to stay, and
I said I just can't sleep down there. I haven't slept a night. Well, they said
they weren't ready yet for the teacher. They'd put a pair of springs in the
schoolhouse, So they put a pa%& of springs in there., And I only had two, three‘
or four pupils-hhe first day%x$1 had Serena Haux and Willy and some Rebee. No,
they had six and not one of-tﬁem old enough to go to school, 1 don't know how

(A\
vou counted that. That's why we got avfpopuiiéted SO éﬂgekiy I guessy Ermpmamean—

iy 3 ) s o =" - & N e - -
1““91"}/’”}_"‘7"1"7 Whosgmiprpra—ttre—otITeT TSIy o IIallCe e —temebio—ires Gl Dioocmmsy

I~

targetthe llarcowilz namg, W%%, anyway, so then they put a pair of springs in

the schoolhouse. They just put on a little... ‘iﬁere was a little platform in
the schoolhouses those days.<iewmdieemie- Tcachers was up a little higher‘g?FQE!!Er’
smpw | think they put it on a platform. They said I shouldn't sleep-éﬁfthere alone

so Serena Haux slept down there with me. She was a girl about ten years old or so,

We didn't have any thrilling experience there eswoeoimivromiormmamirmtmt o EErE————
% - although it was the following year and.tgggé'was a
big threshing crew and the rain and they couldn't work and they got mischievous.
They went out and stretched wire from my doorknob out cuite awaysy/you know, and
then they sawed on that. And aﬁ—a&é—%heﬂmuyaggno coyote could meke a noise like
that. Serena got a little scared., T saidt‘gh, don't get‘f scared. That's just
somebody playing a trick on us." I don't know what time of year it was. They

. € .
were threshlngﬁzae?e-anyway and that was the threshing crew, They were going to

P
have some fun with that teacher from the East, you know., They were go&nﬂ scare&

me to death. And I didn't get scaﬁ!%d at all, fCause I Bnpw it was the most

. b apo
unearthly sound Did you ever hear it*®
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Bob: ##lo! That sounds like something that I don't try!

Winifred: I don't know what they used on that wire., They had stretched a wire
from the doorknob to something else out aways. I don't know what they stretched
it to and they sawed on that. And of all the noises! So then¥, I just laughkgd

dfabout it. They aren't going to scare me. In the meantime, I had been out to
m&£¥£%€ wan ° >

Oregon and other places you know. ~ Southern Callforiii——ii§7n.. e

o 2 T &

MWF OISy iy 1O

Winifred:

end

then I went from there up to the Maladay lewné

of the county and <-ede@etaught the school in the Icelandic settlement., They
hadn't,ﬁﬁﬂhad a teacher before except Icelandic teachers and the children were

not learningfenglish. And Mr. Mike Coup was the/f;esident of the Board and he

said we've got to get a teacher that doesn't know Icelandic because those childreg :
are not leaﬁZﬁimg@%ﬁgliSh. 39 that's where I went,

Bob: Now, that would be around what town?

Winifred: @MeWell, now there was Upham by this time but there hadn't been when

I was first up ﬂhere. But this was about 1906/was it?

Bob: '06 or '07 I suppose. P
Winifred:y Well, I went 4@ to my homestead there in 1908, rzolr—iddmimenitio—5aome
D MmO B P OBE C=TE LA F LI C P 5 5 SO A D C e O eI S OO O O O i Se GO g

Hapaieeny /fand 1 taught up there. Oh, I went up there from Drake. I had to take
a livery team across to, fcause my school closed on Friday, and I took a livery
team across to this school in there by Freemans. DMNMr. Freeman, that was George
Freeman,-hgjﬁwas called "The King of the Icelanderé%g You knowfwhen there was

a sebtlement of the Icelanders there was one that #ffhad a little more schooling v
and who was a leéader in the bunch and they called him "The King of the IcelanderA&D
Well, theng Mike Goupyg eﬁas German, emd=tesm=gmaslc was from Ohio and he was on |

the school boggdrd and Mr., Freeman was on the school boardd\ I don't know what

nickname Mr. Coup had’but anyway he was Mike Coup. He also went to California,

He went to Lodi., But they had a daughter, Anna, that was ﬁabout my age and Anna
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had filed on a homestead thereﬂ in ?{anb’_hills right in the middle of the Icelandic
group. Mre. C. D. Rice, you don't know that name. He was a state congressman,armd
Q&e was a senator, I guess, gdrepresentative, I don't know which,‘/ but he was a
state eneeuwragemenscongressmary and he lived in Towner. The Ricesy and the Foxes
and the Pendroys were the important people at that time, And then the man in the
bank. Was his name Erickson? rT’hey @ere the important people arou{g@ Towner.

r, €. D. Rice and Mr. Coup were \H‘lends and he used to come out’ to Coups quite
often. He had a wife and two daughtersg Grace and I forget the other nne. And

1T

they were from Tennesse and Mike Cou_ps\w were from Ohio,. esresms

o gammmar=a_ro AR

Bob: Ja-'&;is Icelandic settlement dohersetrotmiieibmbtmbatoach nust have been
#wvth:m driving distance of Drake with horse and buggye ik

Wlnlfred/I veil/g; from Drake up to Towner on the train,cnemsessaind then I got up

unday
there and then’T had to take a livery team out to Comos/ %—eéum-he—ﬁ&e—e-n

drlre—SaReedhoand adnd T was to seew-emeweboard there and stay with Anna Croup on

thelr homestead.

Bedot———Clasi,

Windfeeds She had a shack out on the sandhills there and I staved with her
Y -5

2NO a
during that term of teachiné"f * I was to pay her W out of my
$Yp.o0 P 40.00

fexrta.dollans, Nowy,when I taught at Deep Rivery that was fexty—dallars a month.

You only got school warrants. You didn't gget any check or cashy—revscaaus
because they had no money in the treasury. People were homesteading and the
taéces were not coming i until the people proved up. Well, in the wuame
meantime people had proved up spow-ggepge ond I got a check at Croups. That was
only about two years later that people had come in so fast and were proving up.

Bob: How did you get fvour money out of those twarrants?’she-a%*r‘?‘
35.00
Winifred: #f We took them to the bang and they gave you Zerirty—five—detdexs and

12 7o
they got %wetwe—poreemt interest on those wgrra%ﬁ when the money came in.

Bob: Wllot #fany people have( me how they financed those schools.,

ten
T wondered about that.

Winifred: That's the way they finanaﬁced them. They gave you a school warrant,

theyvy called it. And when I wrote back home and told my mother that they had no
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money in the treasury and I was fcetting school warrants. But I had taught before

o X
I & up there /ﬁld so;I had some money. +#mwaI took over my

sister's and Ed:@gf?é‘ Cary's school warrants as long as my cash lastedg sousimrensy-
I had money in the bank down in Indiana where I had taught. I didn't take over al(a

of thems ¥ just took over some. & x

D\’\I ,
ROty (]

Bob: Selrmmre-wme-idea. Well, back to the Icelanders I ‘'spose.
Winifred: Yes, I taught the Icelandic children. There was # just one #f/ermnan

in the bunch and the Icelandic children would pick on him., 77

]
Bl o@

et o One day I happened to look out down the road and they were having a

reg@_ar fight down there. I started out down the road, you know, although T

eeded
don't supposed I gee&-g—t to. The whole bunch went off and left their lunch pails

st
and everything. . They fanljas fast as they could run.But this boy got to go

] . melested )
home without being m-e-]:e-s-’s—&@eé- any fu@‘ther and T don't think they ever attacked

him againe. But’ the Croup"s)%hool was half Tcelandic and half éer'man and that

Jet I
was some problem, I had to stay right on the playground because if I “
ch@ose up for a ball, Wthejcelandic children would all gbe on one
side fand J the Germans on another. They wanted to fight all the time, —esmsmemme
And that's the way they did it. sop ¥ = _ - T

& o RPN
. ey = I N o L @

Bob: How long did it take you to get from the jcelandicg‘ettlement to Towner?

Was it a long trip?
—

half day. E}.’—'vui TUW.[.'.E_[ oulL Lo M. Yuu. faw s nwan

=) .
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R aTA R

B 2NN 4
e e vsamae sy .:w.-'

UWindg o

here was another bridge across the river therei"fhe Croup

Bridge. Because I know that at one of the school elections they #challenged
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my vote and I had been there quite awhile. I had been living in North Dakota and
I stayed over a year al CroupS. st eemeigmpm TS —mm iy iGeorge

Freeman was County Commissioner long enough to get a bridge and a schoolhouse. AX
bridge at his back door across the river and a schoolhouse at his front door. And
like Croup was Coygnty Commissioner long enough to get a bridge at his back door

and a schoolhouse at his front doogéé He was mad because I was gogggg«‘so. voteW
Sttt S A AR R T = E 0 O 8 ke Bl S At e RO 8BRS Ot Bo dep Rl ghbembomrmober | 41d vote Dut

it didn't do any good to challengecweemsit because I had a right to vote. And I

hav & y A
knew I did; I wouldn't th-eef voted 1T I“@l‘i"dﬁ’-‘&,“(‘ﬁha ”\\‘\a

Bob+ el iow d1d yvou teach those kids to speak Engl&W@a@y—m&éﬁJ—%
- 3 ﬁ - T . 3 -
rg'ngiqu Eala il Jo RSN bpeah_,%ZQEMI ¢ liffow did you communlca%‘e with them?
&

- .
Wi i

Jinifred: Well, they came and stood around my desk if T staved #im-the house at

recess or noon. And they were going to teach meﬁelandic. And they'd tell me

3 L.

what a mirror is. In Feelandic mirror was

Q

‘spiuei&/) In Eerman it was ”spiegel\t/) And in English,we said mirror. Well, I had
-2

a litkle mirror there in my deskg %&W&d&éﬁh@eﬁ%&ge%w

~ A\ 07 L1000 N N
it Yhen they would tell né Shithined in freelandic I would tell

: : : I : e :
them what it was in Bnglish and I would have ssben say it. MRAnd in class it was

g

the same thing. There were some of those Jcelandic children who knew some words

[§ie]

inl énglish because they had been going to school®there for a couple of terms
Gigaame; hHefore I%Ihere. And they did know a little, but tﬁey weren't learning
really conversational English. The éerman children=I don't know whether they
picked up the aeedsmsfe language quicker. The Jcelandic children miére very

bright. They learned quickly and they could sing like little birdi.j

#Hrifreds ( They had such sweet voices. «etd; TOWg mat—eISTT

Bob: Was that a difficult school to teach in?

e

L
Winifred: Oh, there was no vandalismyno unruleness! Now in Indiana and also out
ﬂ
in Oregon where those chlldre&n had come from other stateSwe—radmwmes would put
this obscene writing as far ap as they could reach on the school, I taught second

grade there. And as far'#as they could reach on the school there was wrifing
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about férmer teachers and everything you could think of, And I said to the other

teachers we can't have that. sb as punishment when they did soméﬁiigg tha
o “n thew VY of puniShmen:
needﬁ%%-to ! 3%QQeir attention called togl sugge%sted e—tirey wash just
o2 Lo ¢ hove Fhem
as high asqz?g‘writin was. And we finally got that scrubbed off and explained
N ‘ ‘
to gthe children that #ib=didnti-losk-adse-that was not nice. It didn't look
nice for other p#feople. Now the county superintendant in Ipndiana the first thing
DA COL I

N .
qér woodshed or whatever

T

he did was go gout and look around at all the outbuildings

you had there and around the buildings and see if there was any of that. And the
&7 ] g

teaciher& graded accordingly on her success as a teacher, -ﬁs&-eeggal learned abouﬁz

teaching in these different states by teaching in different places,

Bob: Sure.

Winifred: Course, I understood a little German. I had taken it in h'gh school.

And I could tell when the children in that Croup School would say¥g§¥§gé that I

kni§w¢_not that T had studied those wordsg but I ‘knew thev @ZE%re saying words

they shouldn@?ﬁt, They'd watch me,yvou know. You can just tell., That little

Harold bvoyg-he'd say Someégkhing and then he'd look up to see whebher I under-

stood it or not.

Beoba——ta
Iimifeee? f In none of the schools in Norjgth Dakota-that's w@hat I liked about
North Dakota-one of the things about teaching here theré\s\was none of that.
Children came to school to learn and they worked just like thqiﬁr parents were
working. And as soon as school was out in the summertime, you see, I taught all
year aroundjrboth in Oregon and in North Dakota,

WX
Bob: You mean youtd—so from one school to another. One would have a winter term

 Angined J
and would have a sumer term,

Winifred: I went from the Drake school up to the Croup place. School closed

=

Friday and Monday morning I was teaching in another school, That's the way we
did it., T did the same thing in Oregon. You could teach out in the m_bduntians
through the summer months and then in the winter you could teach in town if you
were qualified and T was.

e s . 7
Bobs Discipline was never much of a problem though in North Dakota, huh.




N

Winifred: No. 5 et That's another thing in North Dakota. I never had

W. Erdmann—-22

children in my school who couldn't learn. In Oregong 1 had as many as three or

bo N
four childrengl had ssssbw chlldrenK or awhile in my room ZMfand they had to get
another teacéii%er. It was just%%bggmuch to handle so they got another teacher,

That was during the fishing Qeasony the salmon fishingg,sessess There wa,é a,\

certain season,,g:maﬁmam; when they could fish for salmon. And beooleacame in

from all over and lived in tents ewrBmsrmmiadrt=oR=rTrTSembey 1t Was a warn

.

climate, Lived in tents or in any kind of a structure that they could find room

; arr = v i hoseEEEEEErTT
ULLIUND o s LLITIL LU UITUS T R

R e @ S it anﬁf¥hey had large families some of %ﬁém. And some of
them never got promoted because they went from one school to anothefﬁ@nd later

on tley left your school and went another place and when they'd come back next
yeab§%efe they were in the same grade, And that happened to some boys that were
§ea£g;e vears old. Here they came to school and in the second grade. And when

I saw what had happened\ how old those two bqi§S'were%gHerbert and Ralph, I went
and talked to thesw mother., She was out of town a little ways, but 1 walked out
there and I told her that those boys had to be put in a higher grade. And I asked
her to help them eb-kemeread at home and other things. I wanted to promote them
when they left into the next grade. I wanted to get them into the next grade
before the end of school if I could. And I said I'wewkd-work with them extra if
she would do that. And she agreed to do it. But that was awful, tméizé and
thiregzﬁﬁh-xears'éﬁd those boys werqé,and eems=So—geryeesthere theyfvere come to
school and in the second grade with little children, you know, so big. That was
this school.

Bob: That didn't happened too much in North Dakota. Is that right, that you
would have older children in a low grade®?

Winifreds: No, I didn' t have that. Eiﬁht; yvou see, they had their seasons there,
Bob: Ya. Let ne askf you a couple more things about the Icelanders. How did you

get along with them? Did they dislike having someone come #®and teach their

children in}?nglish? The parents I mean,

Winifred: No, they were very wmsnice. No, they didn't seem to mina[at all as
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far as 1 know\ yvou know.

Bob: Were they a closeeknit group? Did they keep up customgsg, dress}and S0
forth from Iceland?
5o AN\

Winifred: Yes, they would gather up a-—few families and go and stay a few @ays
with another family. They went back and Jegsgimalorth all the time{ very Eswme

I-KAI+
close, very’ ClOSe—kéﬁiiad-iiﬂiéiﬂﬁs&ﬂ&é@‘e milies. The first day though on

ok W
4ﬁmy way home from school, I guess glwagaua&kﬁﬁg—hems—f¢§¥em*Cfouos that <gFevening

. f\z
because Anna had been taking me and later they let me a horse sessbdck and
Eorth some until she could come and stag%/it was the fall of the year and they
needed her at home., Then she came to stay in the shack and then I stayed with
her. And then we kept one of those eemeea-!k”oemoc&r“LéLiyou know, a two-seated
open buggv. e kepnt bhab and,a tean ¢f horses there and we kept our horses
e halg 7 that an
staked out you know. WM& could drive around. We didn't need any boyfriends if
inda &3r}¥
we wanted to go to a dance, vou know, we could drive over before dark and enjoy
ourselves and have our own team to go home. We didn't have to depend on any
. . | :
boyfriends, That kinda worried titem allttle)but they never untied our horses
and turned them lose,

Bob¥: Did you teach ews=mesout near Williston when you homesteaded thewe? too?

Winifred: No, there was one schoollﬁﬁttnere and my Jaer sister took the school.

]

Bob: Now,that was Louise,

/
Winifred: Yes{\tnau was 4PLouise but she taﬂﬁght there rlvﬁ(glong. And then

my two other sisters, ﬁJary and Ann, ceme out and one of them taught out at

Norgez lMary taught lﬁp at Norges o threse—are—SOME UL 0 SIS U S0 U

- 1 .

Tl o avare £ N ro ik i ot i
B A -myeraeyav.-- EaRE - C SR UNN CTE - W= P T , C TR B SN R N in

WNQ#MHmﬁéuﬁa;, e NmJigm%;ugmeumtflgOW@,

but I think the way it's folded makes it look as @h@ugiéthere's a 01anle there

and stars in the corners And if it is, it's a very old flagh and what it would

be doing up there a%.the schoolhouse I don't know. You see, my sister #&died and
Y00

i S foum—etekeek and she
T found that among her things , hussiseeds— DU that's after
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had....that was one of the cowboys,W#l guess, I see his hat's there someplace,
Bob: You know, thatfs guite a picture,

Tinifrd: And here's where we wplent out on a picnic, And there was one man, e

/,,e,, w as N6rwegian
RedRQzide® [10Ch Nelsogg nd he was very patriotic. He never «ggwent anyplace

without his flage-aewdBewew:-nd cverytime we had a picnic before we opened up the
lunch or anything he had to find a place to install his flag

3obs: 11, Tf'11 be!

1

Tinffed: HisAd name was Enoch Nelson. I don't know if he ever got married;
think he Jjust died.

3 i ‘ b} kg
3ob: &meekleregvou have written on the back] Enoch Helson was photographer and

n o
mw owner of flag.

Jinifred: Oh, yes, he took the pictures too.

Z

3ob: His favorite saying/ was, "I love Americé(/l He must have,é-lqré%ﬁasﬁépa

R

Jinifreds He homesteaded not very far from me, Now, you see, those ladies on
there...there's myselfy I'm over here and this is my sister over here and sitting

betwé:kn us is a Rob%iﬁsoa girl. And this Robinson came up from Minnesotgg /iBb

<

Y
N
lobinson. I see there’s‘g dog thereg huh? And all the rest of those were home-
X

steaders. There's Mrs. Robxyson, Mrs. Hanson, there's two Mrs. Robertsonspand
Mrs., Hanson and-Mwss—umssvy, and then the Robertson's daughters. Each of them had
a daughter but it looks as ’if we had alot of womenf there,

Bob: Ya.

Jinifred: This dis Sylvia Mansqﬁa{ shack., There's two of those girls that came
up here to homestead and they chonped the sod out with an axgégtheir little
hatchet,

3ob: They didt A7/ 6F Hm;‘i?

finifred: I don't think these two did because I don't have it noted on the lack.
I did have a picture of the shack someplace here, It was in an old Williston
naper where t@Zéy took the haﬁzzhet and they cutd&nm;sod and built themselves a
shack. And those are the two that took a homestead right noéiﬁ%h of me that I
didn't think was any good. It was all béZé alkali sloughffs on it.

Bob: Were there cuite a few women homesteaders arouqza there?
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Winifred: They came out as I left my homestead{ some did. Noff, these two were
teachers., Sylvia Mansof;%he?-we?e—E?eaehT-ehe—was—%y&aéa—%%eae@g;they were
French. She& was Sylvia Steret; she had married a man named Steret. And these
women were homesteading for the men they had.'%arried. The men had filed on home-
steads and had their wife holding down the homesteads/ ﬁut their weren't any of
those when I first went out there.

Bob: Oh, 1 see,.

Winifred: But they did come lateyr and one had twins. And she had a twin go-cart

about that wide, and she'd put her twins in th@gfet and go down to the store there

<tad
at Seby%to get her mail and buy a few groceries. She'd put them in the cart with

her twins and take %heag backe.

And the strangest thing is wiaem—smds

mrpone time when my sister and I

were coming back from a trip and we got to Aberdeen, South Dakota, and here this
one lady's funeral, she had just die@‘ea couple of days before)and that was the
day of lher funeralg and we went tO'ghg funeral because I had fknown her s out
on the homestead, you see. But when I went out theregthere weren'tkhose but
later on eeme=sf—thewm-samethese ladies came and some of them had babiles and some
of %%%m were all aloney BE@t holding the homestead down while the men worked. Her
husband was a salesman of some kind and Mrs. Steret I don't know what her husband
did and the Manso gii}l but &hewdswe they lived in Devils lake awhile, the other

Manso girl7ﬂhnd the other one stayed in Montana. She got to be county of superin-

thdendent of schools out in Montapa someﬁi&@lace. f
"d u_(oo homestead near bear fute

Bob: r a town called Stady?

Winifred: Yes, named for Alice Stady whose claim the first post office was on and
she was postmaster there.

Bob: Was this right near the beowndemwsimswndllontana border or near Williston? _—

e Qi e AP %éé,/
T e SO e O ety G e Lo E L6 T U e B e S D e BB
Bt bl e T S OO T I T

Ho 50
Winifred: It's fewdy or ££&% miles north of Williston.
Beb
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VPt i eSS iligpiradr—rire—teme . Yilhen I first went out there I rode out with

a linemen crew., They had to go out that morning and they didn't have Foom for me.
They had a three-seated open carriage or a two-seated Oﬂglbutg anywayg there were
two men sitfiing in the back yet with their legs hanging down. And I was to go ouk
t0'€§:¥ homestead’that daye Wel;}so@ they looked around and they found a horse
and buggy. Somgggg\had driven in there from showgehaewtheir claim and left a

anai — e —
i G s Qe e e,
§Z§ny and a little old open buggy, ekl % 3 > ,Zhat was to be

4
sent out the first time somebody came and wanted to go out to Stadngyni.illﬁs So}

the foreman of the crew was put in this buggy with me and it had no dashboard in
front. It was kinqgva poor looking outfit and the pony just wouldn't move unless

he was persuaded., I don't know what was the matter with him{ Jjust lazxzal gugiijp
Hog—amed—ro—sttme oty Tcheteds JVu-kﬁew+_ia-tha_saa—a&%—é&y.(E&u Fre%;%&fsyn

T

wers=tria—aamem—tie{ was the foreman of the crew and he was instructed by the

) . . .
drz;ver,ﬂqﬂln my presence, not to be out of sight of the stage at any time, ®e~
é%&i@hh%he—e%eg§7ﬂ“4 ol 80D G e pisaags 00, We got about out to

£

o~
Marmon where we were to have dinner. Weff were about two miles from Wil%zﬁston.

You see, the road wound, there were big boulders, hills, and the road wound. &t
+0
sbeedeirt=TIOWs P Before we got % Marmon oleeiipmediyeiverrssimmgdees -0, 1t got

beastly hot-but I had an umbrella., Everybody had an umbrella in those days and so

I rais?d that and we sat there, “row=eggk. We didn't talk. He was going to be
ejv ! N
. 0 .
ver%yproper and so was I. Didn't say a word and all at once he looked -axaowwd and
his coat was gone. It got so warm he took his moat off and he laid it down in the

front,you know, at our feet. Well, sroe=immgy, it fell oul.j

PLAF-POCESERTU I~ R

bkt nd he had hisﬂmm—di—ﬁ wallet in there and he had
H@w‘%% etoreman 6F ~fhe,@re/ujan§\

. : g
i i A H d to have it. So he said he
his boofk that he kept his tlmeigyou]QMﬂh ¥ He ha ),
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have to drive back. Well, I said it would just lighten the load if I got out and
sat on the boulder there whilé you drive back and find it. Well, you know, they
could see what happened there. Thas=cauddmsee-That is they could see that I, got
out aﬂd'wiU1[%qumbrella was sitting on a boulder and he was turned around‘dgiiznq
back toward Williston., And they were so puzzled but they didn't stop. It wasn't
very far from Marmon. It might have been only a mile or two. He drove back quite
aways toward Williston and %heﬁ-he—me%—a—ﬁaa—heaeebaeké?nmﬂ.came along horseback,
I suppose he persuvaded that pony a little more when I wasn't....!héause he did
have a persuader. He asked this man on horseback if he would look for that coat

and leave it at the hotel, He said he was going to Williston and he said he would,

Then he turned around mnd came back without his coat and werbmeambembannerpicked

me up and went on to Marmon, And it hadn't been very far from Marmon because
they hadn't started up yet but they were through eating. They were kinda sitting
at the table. So, we had to give an account of what happened. And one old man
with a beard said he was sure he saw one of those "mirages" back there! Course,
you know, we did talk after that and we forgot that we didn't know each other and
hadn't been introduced., In those days, you know, you had to be particular. 4
young girl—sewrkrow going out on her homestead and one thing and another. You
had to be particular or at least we thought we did but the men had alot of
respect for women in those days, girls. They had alot of respect for the@éfﬁey
Jjust Wouldn't,..,gPurseg there was that sawing on the wirefbut those were Eastern

boys ¢n that crewg’that threshing crew. But these homesteadersy I tell you, they

could just outdo one another to be nice, /
; 7(/%”5

Bob: Very properg huh?
4 Zahl. Al
Winifred: Well, anyway, we got up to &Iﬁi. Now, was the overnight stop.
o ol
It was only about #ewdy or £2;%y—miles up there but we wound, as I said, on the
road and we got to Zk&ﬂ.aﬂd we had supper there. You've heard of Herman‘zbﬁ%g

haven't you?

Bob: Ya, I know where thl...Well; there is still some of’jkiﬂ.therqegsn't

there? I think so.

and Mrs. Zahl and she'd veelf

Winifreds: Well, kind of a one. But there was lMr.
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a Freeman\\‘and the Feeemans had lived swewseeback here around Towner someplace,
Bob: Ya.

Winifred: { And so they brought the mail in. T‘7kmjl had come out on the stage an
she Jjust ouﬁgo that mail on the ﬁgﬂéaoogg/ﬂrs Baul did. She wmmwas the poste-
master, mistresglor master whisheowewaiwhich ever it is;on the floor. And those
people were all waiting, All men/‘fiere was not a women in the bunch., All
waiting and all hoping they got mailg vemiessess. 1 can just imagine how it was in
the Army when the mail would come in and some of the boys got mail and some
didn'tg I can just imagine., Well, that's the way it was with the homesteaders.
Some got mail and one got a registered letter. Well, she bhad to take care of that
and she says nowg he got a registered letter from that girl last year or last
week, I beugz;eve there's going to be a wedding! How about it? &nd she chewed
gun!l That was trs. Z0h1, She was a very outspoken persong ﬁ“ }

Bob: VWhat did they have? Just a big house where tneé\but“%n for the night?
Winifred: A great big sod building!

Berpea,
Vendifged: ( The sod building was as long as from here...l think they had added on

to it at different timgggmaﬁe it roomier as the homesteaders came out;gﬁbu see, amj
that was the hotel too. And just the one big room and then a little place in
$§1K®$
front where they atgjﬁégnd that was sodgtoo. And they had a round table there.
It was after suppenaggen I remember Mrs. Zéhl said to that boy)this Hermany hk
was about eight or nine years oldy, I would thin%/ but he had never been to school
yet, she was teaching him at home. He wore spurs all the time in the house and
wore his cowboy hat. This boy was a regular character. She said to Herman, ™
'Now, here's a real teacher in the house. Don'y YOU want @ her to hear you_r
lesson tonight?“?’VNo3 I don't want to learn; I don't want any lesson!” Oh, but
you must. You must learn to readixf But he wouldn't have anything to do with
it. And at the supper table when the plate would come around he would M#finger
everything on the nlate. #I hope his daughters aren't listening. He'd finger
everything on the plate and take off whatesss—he wanted. And if he decided he
didn't want it after he took ab-ea bite out of it he'd put it back and take off

. _ , . . . .
something else. He was the sﬁii%llesu.I suppose you'd call himgf a "oratfyt] If
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there is such a worq#VI haven't looked it up.. And, anyway, then when it came
w5zt ime to go to bed why she showed me where I was to sleep. I says now, what
are all these other beds in here for? Well, she said those are for theflg men.
You don't need to worry. She and Ir. ﬁahl were to sleep in the bed just about
this far from mine. You had barely room enough tOesess
Bob: Sewsesnesas ..Squecze inbetween th;m.

Zoiy

Winifred: Yes., S?/she and lir. ﬁl}h and Herman slent in that bed and I was to
have this bed to myself. T didn't have to share it and I said I'm tire@hﬁﬂ%ﬁ?&%
Aéhgzsaagol'ég had a big day and I'd like to go to bed right away. ngall righqg
that's the bed I had. And it wasn't very long-oh, sometime in the night— she came
in and woke me up and said there's another lady #cyme in and she's going out in
theﬁfmorning and she has ito stay overnight and I'm going to put her with you.
Then she kinda hesitated and then she said she has a boy with fher. I sai@“how
old is that boy?"‘ﬁell, she told me., I said iﬂ&l“é&ﬂ righEg;if he sleeps on the
outside.n"She saygéfhere isn't another place to put her.¥ 411 the other beds—&ﬁgwb
full and so T took her, And I went to sleep and T ulent.udéil morning and when
T got up we had breakfast. It was the same old thing. It was pototoes in a ‘::h”
skillet with a tin can to chop ﬁ&em up, you knowM, and bacon. By thisu éme I
was used to that. Then she said a candidate 'Tor ﬁgeriff was in th meg and his
name was O'Riley, I believe, a great big Irishman. He sure would be a good
sheriff, He was a big husky fellow., And she s%iiﬁs he's going right up yi@ur
wayf and you can ride #right along up with him. And he's got a buggy. It will
be alot more convenient. He's got a buggy and two spirited hogi%es. And she
says he'll take you right to your homestead and right to your shack. f§ I knew

ard

or anythinc;,eg;d she says I know him., I've known him for years. He's out

T knew I had a sha!pxlo$ it. I#M didn't know what it was like or what ffwas in it

canvassing, you know, for the office." SBeind she said he knows al 1 the
neighbors up there, So finall$ she persuaded me to ride with him and when it
came time to leave;%ﬁhy)here she came with a gunny sawk and she says“I’m send-
ing a cat along so you won't be lonesome there. And it was a great big orange

colored cat. I just took it for granted it was just a tomcat. And so, all rightg

we went up there to my shack and before we got iwemmeto the shack we came in on



W, Erdmann-28
the road to this Bolstead that was to put in my cropgyou know. I told e him
that the man's name was Bolstead. TYes, he knew himf, Se}he located my home-
stead right away. He was an old timer there. He knii}wwqil-about homesteads,
So we started right at Bolstead's shack. His shack was -migge- on the corner and

/
willggen s he wwewedhad plowed was from his shack down to my shack on that side to
put in the crop. And mine was in the other corner, though,of that little shack,
‘ﬁh wasn't up near himgle He hadn't moved it; i@fwas a good thing. Sg}

Beore L oo S R Vo b e i < S e B DR =8 = W

plowed thaty

i phb G i T T T T eI o rewde. . Croup Was so interested in my

X

. . . .
success as a homesteader., F&wYou'd think § was his own daughter. Well, his

davghter was homesteading/tOngyou know., So he gave me a sack of pototoes and I

don't know what all and I had freighted that out. And "he was to get that, you

see, and all the seed., I had a cousin that was a congressmanff down at
at ] |
Washinggton D. C, and”that time they sent\to their constituents,peeds

Bowe—=_tirT

Mﬂnnﬂ S = T~ tf?u = L eny llp;ly{u.‘. 2

Rttt
ﬁécy
Yes, that was one way so/ advertisel T suppose, And so,this was Martin
A, Morrisegn from Indiana. He was a representativey yes. He wrote me a letter
and he said I'm cleaiiing out all the seed. Tt's piled up here in my office and
I'm cleaning the office and I'm sending that seed out. I don't know if he
fEeighted out or how he sent ig]mﬂ;jj was a great big box of seed" T didn't
even open that; I sent it right out on to Bolstead. i ek . T
And o@,yesy he said that he was cleaning out the office next to him too., And
sq/it was a great big box. #ggpHere was that seed. I think that Mr, Croup had
ﬂéiven me oats to be seeded out there. Yes, I know he did. Oats and potatoes and
that I had sent out. And this box then of seed that I sent out that was my

garden seed. Well, Mfwhen Mr. O'Riley and I got to the corner and looked, you

W, (92 v
. . ) ) . Fine @Y 6
know.....this was in June and there was something up about this high all.a;eggéy

e
you fknow, as far asll could see, It went across the wholq end.ﬁf‘my quarter. e
‘
e's

o
says) ’d-;nba'ag.“ all those trees, Mr. O'Riley said. Says ‘emmgesdss planted trees!
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Well, I said how would he plant trees! I sent out garden seed! SS he got out and
I guess I got out of the buggy}too and we went over and #fexamined and here it loohx[
like turnips or rutabagas. IHe had a row of turnips a half/#f#nile long those
quarters were. Rows of rutabagas, turnips, tfhere was cabbage seed, tomato seed,
S OME 6

and everything you could think of! Onion seed and radishesdE;;And he had planted

every bit of that seed and I don't know how many rows owmskess he had across that

whole end!

ik Where he had broken up! And I had never seen anything like that beforeg
you know/ﬂ. One person on a claim and all that growimgﬁ% Emt it was Just thriving
beautifullye He’d done a good job. He just thought that there was %j pretty good
farmer coming out ‘hhere and maybe she could cook if she wanted that garden. I
don't know what went through his head., Different things. I looked at my shack;
it wasn't locked or anything. They didn't lock things in those dayse
AR e ST S SO T US TS I e, L Want you O L,eil;y .
D Ay =R MUAC TS I v n =3 VIS 7

Wimsbneds Alcll, I hoed 1in there and there wasn't a weedg you knowj’ fbt I hoed

everything, took care of it, gave nﬁﬁp4maexercis%)and something to do. And #r,

. N ] - - . R — .
Grindelan had a team of oxen. The biggest oxen yq u ever saw! I kept wondering

what in the world would I do with all those turnips and rutabagas and things. @

3 T £ L - g
gei?@l@—&—-’e—i-.-@%w ooy rin oz Tirere——medsaei.one hore sSomenlaca

(A
Bob: ¥ew fed the turnips to the oxen then 0r....

Txo s . . -
Winifred: Did I tell you that when I went over to get my trunk they couldn't

Zégoihen 1 went up, vou know, said they'd send it later,™so—r,
Grindeteriell, I went over to IMr. Grindelans‘,§§§g:ggaééé&%e—£eF-8%6?&%@7—~M?7

take my trunkgesfess

@igé;ey—%eek—me—e¥ep~%e—gyiaéeémﬁe~ieaase—E-éééﬁlt~ha¥e—my—%yaak?-yeﬁ—seev—~£—
couldnli—even-make—myv—bedThis candidate for Sheriff, Mr. O'Riley, took me over

D
to Crindelans 'cause I didn't have my trunk., I couldn't even makeup mmpmsee Ded,

—

yoz\ije;”tmere was one of those shelf-like bedsper=ieags,. on the waljjjust boards

0 . .
and maybe some hay on itqlérass. So he took me over to Grindelans and they had

just a oneﬂroom shack, And they had one of those shelves on the wall and I tried

(8

. i 3 ! for me to sleep on
to persuade them not ©O do it but they gave up that Ior T .
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and they slept on the floor and they hung something between us. They slept on
the floor by the bed., Ho-otrer—stosop—mom—tusome= (Oh, they were so nice fhis

Mr. and Mrs, Grindelan! You see, she was the only close neighbor I was going to

haye. And she didn't speak much Eng&ish,aad—aeiﬁhe@nor he didn*t. Then I had to
get my trunk. And sg,[the next norning I asked Mr'. Grindelan if he owed thought

he could go over to Stady.dcren-meng~Seem] said if you got a team and he said

[\ Y
vese Could you go over to Stady and get my brun{*51 ﬂﬁisaldggﬁ% was to come out

today because they didn't have any room on the stage to bring out a trunk. And

he said he was pretty busy but i he wanted to know if I could drive, And I said
yes, I can drive., I just suppose it was horses, you know. And after awhile 1

1 .4 > e > 7 3 an > 3 H e
heard a big commotion outside the shack doorg something stopped, ssHe opened the
door, and I went out and there were those oxen. The biggest things you ever saw!
And a do-it-yourself wagon he'd made out of odds and ends. And a plank across to

W~ N iy S N4 selen it -
. ‘b‘gcct_ [ AN R 550 A e = c 23 e e 2 Y SRR VA R R IS R SR Y

sit on. He used it to haul coal in, —ew-sco,

Com=iil, e hauled my coal lateérgbout a dollar a ton.er—seometirimy, I didn't
say fédiﬂﬂniaever seen a ox before, I cli bed up eaeelaein front., I don't
rememberf seeing any oxen at Deep River or aL Ufafe. So, I got up there and he
handed me the reins and he kinda snapped his whip and said something to these
things in Norwegian and we started out. We Jjust started oub real lively. They
understood Norwegian just at the crack of a whip., And they got slower and
slower, And the mosquitoes! X wore a édﬁ_,onnet and T tied a veil over that
sunbonnet yet. I took paper and put inside my stockingsy kinda crqiﬁpled it
alittlegy put it inside my stockings so they couldn't bite nykeglegs. My legs had
to hang downr;you know, T had already run into moscuitoes before but they seemed
to be extra big out theregs extra hungry. Anyway, first thing they did was fgo
into a slough and lie down. And I don't know how far I was yet from Stady;I% was
only four miles fromf therq‘;éhigiﬂaﬁ_the old post office. They&oved it later

to where it was only three miles. T could walk thkere pretty well and I did

Konl ) y
walk for miles some days é@uﬂnqd%zto the old Stady. f/ey ;he,-were andtried

1 74
everyway“i?é%w&ﬁ think what that sounded like that lr=be

Norwegian, you know, I just couldn't think af it, They just laid rtlgnt down,

They'ﬁﬁﬂVHldn't have much in ®he way of harness; they just had reins and some
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way they were fastened to that wagon. I forget just how. And finally, after

they switched their tails around and got rid of the mosguitoes and ate some of

that or drank some of that good watery s i A A e ) e

2
2y L v ®

‘they finally got upe*but it seemed to

., feri®
me I was there a week! They fiqi%lly got up! They were used to the trallgihrl.

a
Grindelan had been driving back and forth on that trail/@ﬁé—ngnd we hit the trail
again and we fig&lly got to Stady. I could see, it, you know, it was on kindggy% =
ad £, Low\Tyad i _ _

high place‘ for a long ways. An@xof course the oxenil think they were smart
enough‘} t00,to #lgE see where they were supposed to go where those buildings
Were, sttt e @ e D e @kl s RSER—A D

SR e S S P mdetetieie, AN When we got over there three or four

Cov
bachlors cgme out and tied up my oxen. And I told them I had come.fzom my trunk
and was it there?’ et E———eeei; L 1, ves, 1t was there. Sq)theylbﬂoaded my

gy
trunk on for me al?d I got a fi:kw groceries iwemmee.ond things there. Even at

35 to
bhikbiiawe Or Fowmssd dollars ewmessa monthgf I always lived within my income and

put a‘i’cfale asides I had no doctj—zgr bills andffl my sister didn't either. We went
to the dentist once a year maybe*;but doctors we just weeeslgdidn’'t have any nigg
for it see@i!é. When we started hom%gg thoughgfoh}my, will I get home beforéxgérk!
It was in the summertime and the days were long. It was June, you know, and the
days were long. Nothing but earth and sky. In the winter it was snow and sky.
Well, they went fast going home; they were hungry. They never looked at the
slough and we just wént Fanduplamese icht along and WQ ggt home., There'%EZe no
incidents at all. And the mosquitoes didn't bother\much 'cause I had some long
gloves on and long sleeves we woii? theﬁé:you knowe There was none of this bare
arms and bare necksg-good thing. Then Mr, Greenland got in and drove them over to
the house and unloaded my trunk, Well§)then@ T could stay there when I had my
bedding and all my things. And I made one thid&ﬁgggg;grthat I pigzged-ﬁa‘.out of
men's clothing and I didn't know how much coéiﬁon to put in it. I had written to
my mother and I hadn't heard from her yet about how much to put in. So,Mrs. Croup
helped me bée—éﬁgggnuukméﬂqgknogii?jand I think I put in about five pounds of

cotton. S?)the thing was almost thick enough to be a mattress! I got along then
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pretty well{ j@t myfcrop was hailed out. I had a nice crop of flax. But, Off;
let

course, there were no fences or anything and anybody wessssthat had livestock

YUA ggow. ) o

wern eaéﬁle gophers were some@thlng terrific! And the =smducks! On that
, ) bachelors 1

old alkali sloughl the ducks were. Well, anyway, the besemdmeetmecaoimabo-titiome

cgome down and wanted to know if they could hunt ducksejust e af\excuse; 1 suppose,

to stop and be frie_Eldly. T said ves, but I'd like to have the feathers b=

They said)

if you would stop at the shack.a-&dr-ﬁ?e!-eeaﬂ oh, yes, that serves them just right.”'

So)they would come upg~rermr—rrragy and I'd pickt’ that wild duck down off and out it

in paper bags. It was kinda lousygjout I hung it outside. I don't kn.iéw what

-+

happened to the lice. One time I was gone and come home and the shack wasn't

lockeds ~—dendl lonois—iv. %and here were some ducks or someﬂfhing that

= & ; ! b & Tocl il
ens v LOULET LIIA U T OETE =9 F AR VR R R

L]
looked likfle ducks—swees=mzon my little table.
e —cearT
BogmettT?
Samafreds T had Gede—iwde 4 0Oh, T thought, now that's nice! TI've got feathers

and the ducks. So, I thoughtﬁ T fean't eat those ducks myself. They weren't

mallardsf owserage DUt they were somejtPhing that swam on the water. So, 1 asked
10. v o
Mrs., Baierley and her boy about tews =

: — . — .
mgiag!_& 17N O ﬁhm'ﬂ’\g u.'u () S VIR =N L,_Ld._L(ilb;z yuu J.&.LLU\/"&T:’/TVOIM.% I“lf'Sg Balefliey had. a

claimf. T could see her shack from mine and E—Eveso—thed—rtte—TOTT s

§ée .
DR A i QRO iS—gpeteemas [t hey drove overy and et bHoy, Don, bor—Botoidoirme
They drove over and I was roasting the ducks. And I had had to walk over there to

invite hery sovsdewsss S I wolked over ‘wimses. and invited henHB the meantim@?r i

<z

my sister had that whaseWhitehouse Cookbook‘,ﬁ‘j‘@-—g@"5 Aol b R P ey
ol sech—tcun, She—trat—TTirieelkorse—Cookboo=and I got that out and I read up

—- :
just how to roast wild ducks. I was go_Lnna do that just right.‘ I could bake

! = . -
bread. That's one thigng I could do! And I had a pipeoven ¥¢‘ﬂ N e

]

S 8| A & O B R VN o KAV Y
T

.
el < e RIS fenvann - e S¥ XS ICH RN R VAT i

e R PN )

rfeed s (fbout this long and about this big in diameter A Rewvme—pmetRerr—rgroce

acepgdsoe==S (and T used to bake bread in that. And you know, I could bake bread
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fine, That North Dakota flour! We didn't have that in Indianag %—%mé =TT . o
B, . WLcaC e

T 3 AV e Vi k] 7 o S I
e a E B VIR £ i N S o o A A v A L O R e DG B So, I had

those ro&sting.# And it said in the Whitehouse Cookbook that the wild ones had

a flavor that some people didn't exactly likesy -Serstermr—meopie—tirmt—trereihs

BeSuSEeReere—iiem—messben{ and to put roast carrots in with them, ege~ T had

0 and s -
plenty aus* carrotsg onions; I had everything by this time., <weni oui and-t

I had carrots and onions and all kmdsd of things besides the duck. There were

\‘8‘\ and
three of thoseVereatures. But I had cleaned dsem up so nicelyﬁ%took the

down and put it in a paper bag. One of fdem was a little smaller and Ehe—etwirer
"oy 1 just thought bGlheswedgs tThey™we probably hadn't gfovm up yet and 1

roasted them, Well, I noticed when I opened the oven door they had kanMOf a

ueer Claughs) Ciaughs)
flavor. 1 thought well, maybe more carrotss—-— Oii got more carrots. I just
c1au7hs)

about smothereo the thing in carrots.

And still T
y poN
tboughw it was so funny. And about that time Mrs. Baierley and Gddemst

came along in the little buggy. Stmiltmbsse e e e %,

-1 2 L (N - PR b

s A o
> o T v e VI N VY DU A VI S LS A AN S AVA X o s = (v S N Vi vau . To SN

S i e et S0, T dished everything up so nicefl. I had a

screendoﬁor and screens on ny windows. I had two windows and they both had

screens on ﬁ’em.aﬁé—h&é—aSog I opened my inside door and I don't know how that

smelled outside._ But, anyway, they came and I dished it all up and put it on
Claughs)
the tablerﬂ.‘-baes—gsr; T o ”‘W‘ﬁ% Peree—irmreie

S pamaad S,

before the rest of us even had a chance. I §ven made dressing with it. And he
Claughs
and out the door!VAnyway, the duck flew! You wouldn't
Claughs)
think a roast duck could flyl/ but that duck just flew! ¥ So, I hadn't tasted it

Don was hungry and he just filled his fmouth with that ducw

jumped up and" tcuse me

yvet; I don't know how I kept from tasting it. A careful cook al’Lways samples
thingse, wemsterowm- | just remembered all the time that it said that some people

didn't like the flavor of those wild ducks. Well, I don't know what they were but

Clawghs) ,
I took them down and threw mem in the slough. |Lid.gafifen 2 bam‘ej,t from. lodsansey
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M‘gfnmﬂq in Fndicna had sent m'&j
a big barrel with a featherbed in. And in the middlef of that

T, e
T e

by

o . . o SO SRR S 3 =Y 3 s
featherbed% -}:hn-y- hgﬂ Z“H. Alfsfjtil—u-to RAZAZ UL G TLr Ul Lil uilTImey ﬁey had pU.t a

NIiCE sttt SU Lo r-cured ham andjohéglﬁjust can't remember all the things
they put in; but that barrel was just packed tight. And ws apple butter! We
made it like the Pennsylvafniam Apple Butter. It was so strong and bmack.

. 100 ) 22 X .
We boiled a bumdsedmpewmen—-collons of cider down to & asc gallons and then

we put our avples in it and cooked it séZ@e more, Well, it was the strongest
whiskey., I'd never tasted whigi%e»%nﬂ;that's an expression people used. And soy
theng I had plenty of bread and so “then we had bread and apple butter and seems to
me that I cut off some of thfat precious ham and fried é@ittle. But we just had
the most fun over that; we'd laugh and laughgr vee<wmees The way Hon went out

that door it was a lucky thing that he didn't even had-$6 have to turn a doorknob;

o

he just scooted out the screenddZZor.

R T T O LI 13
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VibRddmeed (1nd let the ducks fly! Vell, anyway, that was one experienciwgahad.
And we used to go} to dances there. The Robertson family had come up QZ Stady
from Alexandria, Minnesota, and they"had.‘&ade a big, long, soé:house,and they
decided to have a dance in that. £And the beds wepe on Springs ez ond you
could put them up on the wall., So, they had a dance. And one of the Rude boys
come over, And in the meantime, Robertsons didn't have room for everything. They
stored it in a empty house there. They hadn't come out jJyet. ?égyﬁé-come out and
built a house and“ went back for his family and he wasn't there yet., DBut they
stored things at an empi%y house., And they had an old organ, one of thégése that
you pump with your feet, and they wanted to know if they could store it over at my
place and I said ves. I could agszégkd on that organf;you know;ﬁnot very good but
after a fashion. It was good #enough for what we had, Ole Rude played the
violing and Enoch Nelson. DMost of those fellows could play the violingyou knowe

or.
So Ole come over and he wanted to know if I would‘L& for him at W¥ the dance.
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And T had a revolver that I wore in my belt here so Je#0 showedgy you %iii;;’

i —_

e Clbfolanemad (E—gad an experience with that when I first got it too.
Well, I guess I was pretty dumb wasn't I?

Bob: Well, I don't know, VWghat happened at the dance then?

Winifred: %Tthe men kept comagng and all along they had put boards up. They had go
lumber for something and they had put boards up all along the sides. They put

the beds up against the wall and put boards. And all along two sides of that

~%r 12200
building were the bachlors. And not ewemed-dmw- woman! And it got to be swedwe

etoT T Tom=tmren, and Ole and I were going along with our music. And there was

Sl it /S 06 married womeny the two Mrs. Robertsons and lMrs. Hanson and

bachelors
the two Robertson girls. Now, that made five altogether. Well, the beelssrs {00k

o

turns dancing with them som?}but, of course, they were preparing a wonderful lunch
out in the kitchen. They had a leanto in the kitchen there and they were preparin%
a lunch for that great big bunch. I'm getting voetical. Well, anyway, finally

2 e achelors _
about Swedwe-nlolock here came three > frmﬁzgﬂﬂ_and they had some girls,

T«think they were homesteadimgaéﬁﬁg»someplaceaggat way. Maybe bet;ﬁeen there and
Sanguams.

Williston they'd gotten those and brought them up. And then later on two more

girls came,

Chord
veeameimm Some 0f those boys, the Rude bows, could aééeéﬁgtﬂn°“7 eowd on the organ el

EmEENeanx oS well as play the violint} One of ‘'em would come up and say, ™'Now,
ord
if you wanta danceé,l'll for you. Soj all right one of ‘em would& and I'd
7 )
. - ~ . a RY
sit down. I don't know if anyvbody w ask¥me t%ydance ficommanmintisine-- 07 1101 FOT

dan© .
some later on., DBut this Blake was at

awhile. + s Chrert—re I did

the dance and he got to laughing and he got tickled about that trip we'd made up

frmﬂhﬂl?ﬁliiston and eSweeowimp=obout his losing that coat. }huid&he wholZE

situation struck me as amusing and I got to laughing too. Everytime we'd look at
)\Q

2ach other we'd have'laugh; it was so funny. It seemed funnier than ’ﬁt did at the

:iaime. At the time_I wasn't laughing about it. I didn't think much about igzput

. o 7 . [aF »
afterwards it séiémed to me it was funny. He was there. He lived there at Stadyy

shat iip,agqpkmaroomed there when he was working there, And T think he had a
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homestead thereMsomeplace. I'm not sure 'cause he married a girl there later,
209
And theng about ewe—eedeets we ate POl n 0 oiibm—etralgy, The most

wonderful lunch those laﬁ_ies prepared. They were Minnesota ladies and they
from Minaeset d
brought everythi’é\rthey omamwethought they'd need up here. They had shifted up and

driven through. They didn't have oxenj they had horses. Both the Robertsons had
horses. Then in the morning the dance was over, I don't know whether it was~££ig°
orf b.©0

er—séx—e*ééock but I could go all that time. And here I have to go on canes.
Bob: You danced #fall night long once in awhile in those days.

Winifred: Oh, all the time! Ve did that out at Deep River/too so I was used Mg
to that.

Bob: Why did you carry a revolver)? ’

Winifred: Well, I thought I would shoot gophers. No, I wasn't mé unting.

Bob: You weren't a bounty hunter, huh?

Winifred: No-o-o! TI'd thought I'd mean to shoot gophers because the Buchholz

?’/'f/j %Aﬁé/ .
gophers Could all shoot gophers. Amway, I sent #to Montgomery Ward for it. It

was a Smith and TN ———— e

D e A-AEEERRVI=Tereas- )

lspatmad——firaggesaidalad N Jesson. And my sister got O%E' When I fﬂ?%st wanted
on

to try that revolverg I didn't know anythigng about it bﬁ cane in thesdlnailg,
omeammer | had a boyfriend and he came down to take me som%plai?e. I said, 'You
knowf, I've got a revolver to shoot gophers 4g® on my homestead. I had gone out
N b—giss 1) the first place way down in the pasture. I didn't want anyone to
see me try it out. Instead of holding it ou@,qpa*qﬂﬁhﬁai, I put it up by my face.
And you EZbowgbI got powdef:harkzi.all over my skin and even the whites of my

eyes were puff marked!

o] 1«: M\l ]
S S pabmgmrtet \ Je11, T thought I did something wrong. I wonder
what I did. }LL““_% ST IICI o E 2w r\'y'-]'\grﬁ didin b4 SO il = ISV LA K W2 V- Ya i R AT o =12

nowder marks She never said o wored obhoubed.cm W? 37‘/\11;{'%2;;

. SR = e o TP AL S~~~ W I =X
- ; ok . wﬁA el :;TA“.. ‘}&Iu K] CLTIL &V Ll LA WITEU = g w

-

v Wi o 7 ' R o T S [ oo maa oo

EM""’""" o . drerek VA A ride UE;JClLiN.\/UL/L ROt e 0. 2 L0 Slaae®
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ST it GG g, 50, ] watched him shoot. He set someljyfing up on

»

a fencepost, a stone or a clump of dirt or some%ﬁ)ing, and shot it like nothing; buf"
he wweheld his revolver out. Well, I saw right away what I had done. I wasn't
supposed to put that above my face, DBut I don't think ever shot a gopherg 1 jué‘r
carried it. When anybody came there they didn't come 4 N dark. They came in
the daytime. Even the boys&‘t guess they were af:miolf)\\%bj would try to use thatg’ﬁ
take me someplace, @ they would come the day before or in the afternoon and tell

me that they were going to stop for me at a certain time. So, I thought afterwards

that maybe they were just a little uneasy about m%having that revolver. But I

didn't use it. And my sister had one. I got married and I gave #fthat to one of

the homesteaders out there, They were teachers. HMNess—Burns.was.qno, ee—iicss
BB S IS i G O G T T P B e A @i 5 ” )ﬁ; we went out to

L ok > 3
e = T T OU

H'Writing ROCM

Je went out there for a picnic and there was lovely epiiammiigirei

springwater at the foot of that hill, We stopped there to get water to take up.
We were going to eat our picnic lu.nchmw—gwa& where the
"Writing Rocks"™ were, So, here come Berw Corey! ¢ Oh, here's my old girlfz‘:iend"k
he said. And here he had married a schoolteacher from the state of Mainel! Just

think of it! She didn't know any better than to marry that fellow. And she
“

. ' 'Y .
couldn't sofnd her 'gé. She called hnn, #, " 4dnstead of Berte. And she'd say
\ volre . .
S0, 1-:22 one of Buisismwes'But’'s 0ld gir-rlfriendNf) Thob—iias —omGddEoot m——ibi——

™ 2 T

. . _— ) e AT
- TG L L djreri—t TALSULrE CULUE COMCOL TS e

.7 * 3 . I 5 ‘:M’l b T . | 2 i) L 21
e e g fastor T uuoyr‘haﬁ'a LT OTIOSTTTIUUAUSTOUUYT

Hmbfeede—me LT didn't want™gFto be called his "old girlfris end\,g F—HG6e
#8They got their mail over at the Saéy Post Office; I used to see him onee in
awhile over thewy ©She was a verygnicegeducatedy womanj but Bért Cory.l

Bob: What did Stady amount to? Was there anything therc seWmee besides the

/{08&1/ dce and the store® 7T mean was there ever a bank or a hotel?

Winifred: Hetds—tirtr—to—a—phebiitemeiits, 15, there was a man named Ellsworth
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that c@me out and started a newspaper calleq}ﬂ.l??ﬁg_ﬁ&a@x_ngQgﬂgewKianother

one started a blacksmith shop. And then they had a First National Bank, a post
office’and store., Those were all buillt separate.

Bob: Oh! Well, that was cuite a town then.

Winifred: Well,there wasn't anything at firstl&just one building. And the post
ffice and the store and everything in one building. If any women had to stay «eweil

overnighy they slept with Mrs. Stady. Two and three in a bed. Didn't make much

difference‘r G A e P e G Sty i Dy

1), e Lt

Sobr—Tanson and 5ric orﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂﬂf?’
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Bob: You stayed on your homestead then a:ysap=§?=$ws=¥§a?s—for &bﬂuﬁ-ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&!@—~
,k’year or two yearé?f

Winifred ;’Oh no’, Fgurteen months and you could prove upr,you know. You stayeJ‘

£
*the last four months. You staved altogether, You had to goff on it within a

X

was‘foffur months or six months that you had to

<N3=*wm®-ﬂ€'
be %o ket homesteads I said I filed in Januvary or February. It must have been

four months because I went out there in June,then. My school closed in June and

I wasewugwems 211 ready. I went Lisdeemsricht out there. Jun%,‘wO‘(-Zl or '08‘, and
then I could prove up in June, July, Auvgust, September, October, November. It
must have been 190z,because ﬁégﬂ 1908 I must have proved UDS remcsmmmsmm I

.

must have stayed out there all winter., Yes, I did! I was out there all winter
8)00,p0
in my claimshack. And I boughtsge another shack out there I paid sskwwrexresd

dollars for one. It wasn't sealed up inside and it had a(%a{ pan ef)roof. My
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older sister, Louise, had gone down to Indiana and I wrote for her to come up.

There was a homestead that corner&®d on mine, I said wieeegee gaw cct that hoams
"“"d : gdn'*l . .

stead on mine because the man & want it. He would et

relinguish tf B oA T2 s ion e g i o oa oSN = - == B 2 B A Y-S~ -~ Y W

Losowse—io—hotnlireeTrOTC 0OIl 1Cs 100 LOVC CO DE Ol crereevery——soofter—Cree

N . . S o e . , ~ . . ~ .
SR T O . UL D0 Al Lo oo o er@na ~ et 00, Iy

sister came ng“ht up; she wanted a homestead and so she took that. DBut I saw in
that 3/00.00 e E pa é
her diary -eese-iegh cshec paid him e=homdree-destens and she didn't to% 1

anything because it was open for contest. She said he was in the hospital and he
t/ob-pp
was glad to get anything at all, ‘@o, she paid him the Luwdeetaoddasss, That was
S

&

what Iwbaid for my relincuishment. BEe—bhes hg{V B S Sl ot YA&T—&adjshe

. , N . L.
had the shack moved =wmgm down on the cornerﬂsgxt to mine, -Htgte—lEre—s—shaclk on
¥. And he had a good welll therel! We could get water there but you wouldn't
P

want to drintk it because everything could drop into it. Grasshoppers, gophers,
and insects and birds even.
Bob: It was an open well,
Winifred: Yes’! That's what they had at Greenlands. But Clara Lee over at

Eé% e e . N . .
Stady a pump in his well and soO we carry ied these gallon syrup pails. We'e

miles
take four of tbem’ and we'd carry them all the way, wme three Ma&%s We'd wrap

and
the hand@les,—?va KT e Ll;u'/y'\l R e e e SR T R VA - *"T"“,;/éj-é take four

gZ%llons of lWater at a time, We wouldn't take the water from that well but it

was good waten?,good tasting water. We had no way to clean it out. -——dewit—iemom

s .y 1 ~ o = > g }) PRI 4 - — 7 21 2.1 . . 71 g L
UV AU Dol U OV G alnly o ITIAA-Y 3 S, S +"_?:l"gu G S S G R VI AV v R W S AV o - = <y V) SN S

- -
eI U YD

Bobs Where de you get your coal? Did you have to go quite a distance for that?

To 22

Winifred:

lir. Greenland in that wagon that he had. Att—dust—iedplanks

2 2 éix P 3 P I P -
LAV e sn W 4 _tJDCU _!..lr L R CITOD LA I T v L2 st o BN

he'd

charge us a dollar and something #

il S delivered for a ton of wee#coal., But ilwal

slacked off easy. You see, the old shack that was there I had wig€ attached g& th&

back of the one that I bought. I bought one that was real good on the outside.
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It had weatherboaﬁi@ing!j#ﬁ;ﬂﬁi;ﬁ;&suggé%apen: T2 “Aéévvl s
. Ceilf

beardiﬂgtggawthen tarpaper., And then inside there was noqﬁlli=aé?a" a tarpaper

roof because we had a terrific hailstorm that took my flax crop. / And the hail
i

JooKed
stoneg....there was holes out there in my plowed field that —ewhedubiers 1ikec

baseballs where those hailstones had hit with such force. Well, they soon knocked
all the tarpaper off of my roof. Iy sister ‘%ad come out just the day before
with her trunk and as it hapvpened she got her trunk.bfought right out with her.

When the hail cut off all the tarpaper on the roof; the beswes-twdil. fhat hot sua,

Wrey=tTEC Doen green boards g-&wmys had shrunk and there were spaces that even the
hail could come in.,. And dheslkaesked-ethey knocked out the window on the east

: 1. o I 1 e
2 == —14—‘%1:1:@;;- ==t E\.’}.J_Qqq T 3110

side of my shack,

< - : ] e 3
CpR TV & Liclll al’l.y [0 R v~ o e e e o 4 @ A S S D

L0 ST et N L T

SRRSO —llir—t Tty Thaduwms.nocacsary, 1 had screen on -wee fone window,

I had tacked it on myself. But the other window on the east side the hail came

right in and it would bounce on the floor and then fly in some other direction.

Fotme Pl SO R o R omgomaemtly, And my bed was getting B wet and

nmy weisswggbedding. Then when the hail was over it rained for Mabout three days

and that roof leakedl And she got on her trunk with an appl& box turned over her

head. 7They wused to give us appleboxes at the store. And I had an applebox over

| 'Caurs
my head. We had one umbrella and one app1eboxz_.Baaaase-;-kﬁeu-my—bhamb—a@@dg%mse

. —
I know my thumb was sticking out and the haillebenimmsimeemmmanmesones struck

my thumb and I had a sore thumb for a long time. Oh, theyv were just awful and

they came with such force! As I remember, they were as big as baseballs. UNot all
1%@ y were d.f ]perién 7 ¢.3es
of themy bhut some—ef—thems And the place where they iz% the ground and then

thawed that was all pdotimarked. All that plowed grg _nd! You couldn't tell-—<seems

there'd ever been a crop on its R >
. e o5
Bob: That must have destroyed some of your garden vegetable ‘g'

Winifred: Not the roots. They were all right. Glz;'-s. I didn't tell s wha t

I did with the rutabagas. I happened to think that cows would eat rutabagas and

turnips. I'@& been raised on a farm back East and so I asked IMr. Greenland iighe

- (> o
would like to have the rutabagas for his oxen. Course, the tops were@cut Of%i-
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m —isoaghe. T said I'm sure they'll eat &hom and I said maybe youTi have
)

to cut -’élﬁ'e%/ b’d—ﬁuu I said they'll eat ﬁhem and &i@regood for ‘em. Well, he

tried ’t‘h-em and sure enough those oxen would eat anything. They ate those

rutabagas. And he went to work and he loaded 'em up on that wagon am@d took them

home. I don't know where he put them there, He may have had another little

building there, Hhewob ol e—iitbeivomser. Snen 1 bought that second sewe
& &

shack, T had slemmaesthe men &5 dig a hole under it for a cellar. He may have had
one of those. He may have put some of them in there. betouse o —tuis ol
- . # /

| e LS . + Some of Lkem may have frozen, =eewnli.lnoue

E?(U_t he took them all out and took them home. They wo_ﬁuld eat the tops, 1 know,
but I don't believe the tops were left on 'em unless new tops grew after that
l@ilstorm. I don't think they did because I think that hailstprm was in August.

By —thre—tine b h e R o R SRR S eSS e LT athatle ohaut - heisememtmyrere=

o] ] >
B e rmsy ARSI

Bob: Where did you go after vou left the homestead?

Winifred: =0 0T » 1 was married before I left the homestead. I was
married late that fall so I wasn't there alone in the winter‘ nd my husband
went to work and sealed up that inside and shingled the roof. Real Huigshingles!
It was very comfortable., I don't remember if he sealed overhead or not but it

was a nice‘little building. Mr. Bolstead was going to use it for himself, He

L . $200-00
was living in a 4dlsod shack. He said it was worth Lwe—rwadied=tedmbans LUL he
p o000 - SL/lov.oo
would sell it to me for -ap—h-v-ﬁdﬁed' Sk, 4 paid hin e—hindese—deodtens, And

he said he'd move it oversg )Z"ome of the other neighbors helped him, They hitched
the Mfoxen on it and pulled it overpand they dug 2 hole yet.
Bob: You were married Hher in 1900 thes—sbews or would it be earlier?

Winifred: 1908/ or ’07,_ "éause my oldest boy was born in 1909, He would be é7

B S SV oAy e
Bob: Was youf husband a nomeSueader in that area, too?

C@MSL
Winifred:y No, he's the one%—f had filed on it in the first placezfeguse

I know IMr, Rice came out and he thought that it was a big joke that after I'd buy
the homestead then I would merry the man that filed on it.

Bob: Oh! He had started a claim and you‘clbough t the relinquishment and then he
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RFcame back and you got married.

Winifred: Yes. Later og}I had bougﬁ:t the relinguishment. I had had it for
nearly a yearg you seeg I don't kqi!pw what time it was. In Jénuarg I think.
His father gave him three quarters of land and he was supposed to ge& rdafl of that
homestea%’:;ﬁm he went out there with a bunch of dther boys fromPwWillow City and
they filed on homesteads there and this was the one he filed on. He wasn't
attached to it at all.

Bob:’ fhis was Mr. Erd_mann?

Winifred:: Yes.

Bob: s ﬂe was from the Willow City area originallydgw

Ti7-2 L a) 2 s - % 3 deacl Ko ) B Lo 3 ] b R PP Sl h
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Winfifred: The only pictures that I have down here that are -eally interesting are

sides. And T said X no, it wad
I gave this Newiner boys who has

gave him these for his museum, 1 wad at the Ladd/dies Aide there once. I used
/

to go out there to see Mr, Ruepert. Lu~gort was the é%stor and #he preached in

my schoolhouse except when it was,too coldN\and then he went to the Buchholz

house. He was to come out theXe for a weddin} and the river £ was so high there

was no bridge he had to go dround some other way Xo get there. He didn't get

there until the next dayjend the bride and groom sat\there and waited and waited

all dredsed up and wgAting and all the guests and everybody. He lived at Cramer%
z‘/ -

yougdg see. They had to cross the ffriver to get to Deep River,

. . . el
Bob: Disappointed bride and groom™1 supposer
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Winifred: Ya, that was somefthing. She became Anna Olson. She married Christ

Olson. He was homesteading out there. There were two weddings that fall. IEmma

was the oZder gisters——She-mamried and Tda. She married Will Zimmerman.

Bob: Tell how you wound up in Minot here? Just briefl#, so I get an idea

of how you vour homestead to Qgre.
’ el 7
lived on a farm seven miles wespfgf Willow City by that

r4
4

ch. ff

marrided you moved ther;ﬁ{

Winifred: Well,
German Lutheran Chu
Bob: Oh, when you go

Winifred: When I proved, up on my homestead.!f

Bob: Ya, I see.

Winifred: -~dedi-tWediAnd thyn lived therel Well, you know, those bad years come

along and we had no pasture fxr the catfle.

Bob: In the '30s I suppose.

e

about Rega. That there was hay out there

.

Winifreds Yes, and somebody told

and pasture and that you didn't hayd to fencef¥ it. You could swsjust turn you r

/65 €
cattle eﬁ%—i@éé%%ﬁe—and herd 'em And Bdhey could forage clear down to the river,

It didn't make any difference., sounded pretty good so he came

out and looked at it. T hadn'i il after he bought it. H e paid

five hundred dollars for one fuarter and thg ofld buildings that were on it. There

were a wnole lot of little

moved in there. You know?'ﬁhere used to be a INttle town at Rega and that%

w 5

- building
Al o g \2LY APEN'Y
nat B A Sk this, thak

Rega

't know who moved it down there, Baileys or HcD

down there. I do I Just

don't know # toofmuch about who moved it down there. He paid five hundred dollars

for that. Well,¥¥/ we fixed it all up. It was an awful pgXlacegbut wi togk our
P . Y
AN g o
. - - il -
cattle out there Then there were three quarters of land south of %kers.n Are you

T/’)efe '
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familiar with that area?
Bob: Yes, T
Winifred:

nart way between Regayd and DfAKenby. ~There were

three cuarters ofN\land there and I bought those. They were supgosed to be sold

. \ . A 7 1"/ . . -
banker would come in and Yid against a farmer. All ghe banker was buying it for
was to turn it overg you knyw.
Bob: Fer-sveeuvtabienSpeculatdon or something, s

Winifred: He cgme home and he ng so mad. wasn't with him, you know, and he

was sopidd mad about it. And I thow 1, the cattgle were really mine anyway.
I had had money from Indiana and T hée SQJI felt kinda bad
about ¥#it. I had a thogusand dolla there that my mother had sent me from

that—eddntt make any diffe
o /
sent each of a thousand dog’

I-didnils-bell-my-husbandMhat-I-was—genna—deand I went iﬁ\there. I didn't tell my
husband what I was gedng to do as long as the cattle weréﬂ%ﬁ
o

AL thought I would
4 2 n, N
try and buy skie-frthgdt from this bankene—Are-T went in and T

dcked himg hoyw
much he wanted. Now, he got those three quarters for less than three hundred

dollarsv——i-éeﬁlé—«aew—hew—mueh—he-paéé—@e%—i%lem—ggZI don't know what it was he
paid for 'em, I don't know what there was against it nowge maybe it was two

hundred and sometiNing, And, of course, land wasn't worth a thing then.
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